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D u t c h s o c i e t y h a s , for a long t i m e , b e e n a f r a g m e n t e d s o c i e t y * A c t u a l l y ,

e v e r s i n c e t h e J independence of the country, t h a t ' s to say t h e b e g i n n i n g of

t h e e n d of t h e 1 6 t h c e n t u r y . A f r a g m e n t e d s o c i e t y , b u t a v e r y d i s c i p l i n e d

s o c i e t y . In f a c t , t h e d i s c i p l i n e w a s n e c e s s a r y In o r d e r to p r e v e n t

f r a g m e n t a t i o n f r o m grow Ing into c h a o s .

T h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n of D u t c h S o c i e t y is n o t so m u c h an e t h n i c f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,

as w e f i n d in B e l g i u m , w h e r e t h e F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g B e l g i a n s f a c e t h e P u t c h -

s p e a k l n g B e l g i a n s ( t h e W a l l o o n s and t h e F l e m i s h ) , and It Is not a r e g i o n a l

f r a g m e n t a t i o n e i t h e r . It Is m o r e a r e l i g i o u s f r a g m e n t a t i o n , and s i n c e

r e l i g i o n h a s a g r e a t I n f l u e n c e on t h e c u l t u r e of t h e g r o u p c o n c e r n e d , it Is

a l s o , In c e r t a i n r e s p e c t s , a c u l t u r a l f r a g m e n t a t i o n . It Is o f t e n o v e r -

l o o k e d a b r o a d t h a t H o l l a n d h a s a l w a y s c o n t a i n e d a l a r g e and s t r o n g m i n o r i t y

of C a t h o l i c s , a m o u n t i n g t o n e a r l y 40 £ of t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s f a c t ,

I f i n d , stl I I c o m e s o f t e n as a s u r p r i s e to m a n y o u t s i d e r s , a c c u s t o m e d as

t h e y a r e t o t h i n k of H o l l a n d as a t y p i c a l l y P r o t e s t a n t , e v e n C a l v l n i s t ,

c o u n t r y .

In a w a y , t h a t i m p r e s s i o n of H o l l a n d b e i n g a P r o t e s t a n t , e v e n C a l v l n l s t ,

c o u n t r y Is c o r r e c t , In t h a t t h e P r o t e s t a n t s h a v e u n d o u b t e d l y , for m o r e t h a n

t h r e e h u n d r e d y e a r s , c o n s t i t u t e d t h e p o w e r e f f t e In t h e c o u n t r y , not o n l y

In m a t t e r s of g o v e r n m e n t b u t a l s o In t h o s e of c o m m e r c e and g e n e r a l l y of

c i v i l i s a t i o n . T h e y h a v e b e e n a b l e t o p u t a s t a m p on D u t c h s o c i e t y and

c i v i l i s a t i o n . A n d t h e y w e r e a b l e to do t h a t , p a r t l y b e c a u s e t h e C a t h o l i c s

w e r e , for m o r e t h a n t w o h u n d r e d y e a r s , t r e a t e d as s e c o n d - c l a s s c i t i z e n s .

S o 4 0 ? of t h e D u t c h n a t i o n r e m a i n e d d e p r i v e d of any I n f l u e n c e on t h e

p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e c o u n t r y . E v e n a f t e r t h e i r f o r m a t

p o l i t i c a l e m a n c i p a t i o n , t h a t o c c u r r e d d u r i n g t h e N a p o l e o n i c e r a In t h e

b e g i n n i n g of t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , it took t h e C a t h o l i c s a l m o s t a n o t h e r

c e n t u r y , If n o t irore, t o b e c o m e e m a n c i p a t e d s o c i a l l y , t h a t Is to s a y , t o

fill t h e p r o p o r t i o n of f u n c t i o n s In t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ^ j u d i c i a l and

e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s to w h i c h t h e i r n u m b e r s e n t i t l e d t h e m .

T h e C a t h o l i c s c o u l d o n l y a c h i e v e t h i s s o c i a l e m a n c i p a t i o n t h r o u g h i n t e r n a l

d i s c i p l i n e and s o l i d a r i t y . A s a m i n o r i t y , t h o u g h a l a r g e m i n o r i t y , b u t

n e v e r t h e l e s s a ml norIty, In a country r u l e d by P r o t e s t a n t s , t h e y o r g a n i s e d

t h e i r w h o l e l i f e a r o u n d t h e i r o w n c h u r c h , m e e t i n g t h e i r n o n - C a t h o l i c

c o m p a t r i o t s no m o r e t h a n w a s s t r i c t l y n e c e s s a r y . T h e C a t h o l i c s c o u l d o n l y

h o l d t h e i r o w n , and e v e n t u a l l y p a r t i c i p a t e In t h e H u t c h s y s t e m , by i m p o s i n g

a m u c h s t r o n g e r d i s c i p l i n e on t h e m s e l v e s t h a n t h e C a t h o t fc c h u r c h In n o s t

C a t h o l i c c o u n t r i e s n e e d e d to d o .
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S o e v e n t u a l l y , t h e C a t h o l i c s b e c a m e a p o w e r In t h e c o u n t r y , "for many

d e c a d e s c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e l a r g e s t p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . (For If a l m o s t 4 0 ? of

all v o t e r s v o t e for o n e D a r t y , t h a t p a r t y e a s i l y b e c o m e s t h e l a r g e s t p a r t y

In t h e s y s t e m w h i c h w e h a v e In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , b e i n g the s y s t e m of

p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . ) S o the C a t h o l i c p a r t y w a s for m a n y d e c a d e s

t h e l a r g e s t p a r t y In t h e c o u n t r y .

M u c h t h e s a m e can be said of a n o t h e r m i n o r i t y - a m o r e r e c e n t m i n o r i t y ~

t h a t of t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t C a l v l n l s t s , w h i c h w e call In H o l l a n d t h e

G e r e f o r m e e r d e n . Now t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e C a t h o l i c s and t h e

G e r e f o r m e e r d e n Is t h a t t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e n I d e n t i f y t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e

n a t i o n , w h i c h t h e C a t h o l i c s for m a n y , m a n y c e n t u r i e s , did not do for

o b v i o u s r e a s o n s . T h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e n I d e n t i f i e d t h e m s e l v e s w i t h the n a t i o n ,

m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h t h e b i r t h of t h e n a t i o n , t h e r e b e l l i o n of t h e D u t c h

a g a i n s t C a t h o l i c S p a i n . T h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e n saw t h e m s e l v e s as a body of

G I d e o n l t e s , k e e p i n g t h e L o r d ' s c o m m a n d m e n t s and t h r o u g h I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,

t h e y saw t h e i r own c o u n t r y as a kind of new I s r a e l , a b e a c o n for th e r e s t

of t h e sinful w o r l d .

B u t t h e y a l s o l a c k e d t e m p o r a l p o w e r . A f t e r they s p l i t f r o m , t c a n ' t say

t h e o f f i c i a l c h u r c h , b e c a u s e w e h a v e no S t a t e c h u r c h , but from t h e large

N e d e r l a n d s e H e r v o r m d e K e r k (they s p l i t In t w o s t a g e s a r o u n d t h e 1 R 3 0 ' s and

a r o u n d t h e 1 8 8 0 ' s ) and f o r m e d t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e k e r k e n , they lost t h e

c h a n c e of h a v i n g t e m p o r a l p o w e r for a c e r t a i n t i m e . In a c o u n t r y t h a t , for

all p r a c t i c a l p u r p o s e s , w a s r u l e d by an o l i g a r c h y of r a t h e r liberal

p r a g m a t i c P r o t e s t a n t s , t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e n had l i t t l e l n f l u e n c e on t h e s t a t e

of a f f a i r s and th e a f f a i r s of s t a t e , a l t h o u g h m o r e on Its c i v i l i s a t i o n ,

b e c a u s e t h e y I d e n t i f i e d t h e m s e l v e s , as I s a i d , w i t h t h e n a t i o n .

A f t e r t h e I n t r o d u c t i o n of p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o c r a c y . In t h e c o u r s e of t h e

f o r m e r c e n t u r y , t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e n a l s o t r i e d to a c h i e v e f a c t u a l e q u a l i t y

t h r o u g h I n t e r n a l d i s c i p l i n e and I s o l a t i o n . " O u r s t r e n g t h lies In

I s o l a t i o n " , is a f a m o u s p r o n o u n c e m e n t by o n e of th e G e r e f o r m e e r d e l e a d e r s ,

w h o s e n a m e w i l l be f a m i l i a r w i t h s o m e of y o u , Dr A b r a h a m K u i j p e r .

So w e se e t h a t a l a r g e p a r t of t h e n a t i o n , 4 0 ? C a t h o l i c and a p p r o x i m a t e l y

1 2 ? G e r e f o r m e e r d e n , w a s o r g a n i s e d along w h a t has b e e n cal led " t h e pi M a r

s y s t e m " : a C a t h o l i c p i l l a r , s e v e r a l P r o t e s t a n t p i l l a r s ( t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e

p i l l a r b e i n g a very s t r o n g l y d i s c i p l i n e d o n e , t h e H e r v o r m d e P r o t e s t a n t
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p l t l a r m o r e l o o s e l y o r g a n i s e d ) , t h e L i b e r a l p i l l a r s t ( l ( m o r e l o o s e l y

o r g a n i s e d , t h o u g h n e v e r t h e l e s s a p i I l a r , a n d a s t h e S o c I a I - D e m o c r a t s b e c a m e

m o r e a n d m o r e p a r t o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m , t h e y a l s o o r g a n i s e d t h e m s e l v e s

in a p i l l a r *

N o w , t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a p i l l a r a r e , f i r s t , i t s I s o l a t i o n f r o m o t h e r

p i l l a r s - t h e r e w a s l i t t l e o r n o c o m n u n I c a t I o n b e t w e e n t h e s e c t o r s o f

p o p u l a t i o n g r o u p s t h a t c o n s t i t u t e d a p i l l a r - t h e r e c e r t a i n l y w a s h a r d l y

a n y I n t e r m a r r i a g e . S e c o n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c - t h e g r e a t l o y a l t y w h i c h t h o s e

b e l o n g i n g t o a p i l l a r f e l t t o w a r d s t h e i r l e a d e r s , w h o c o u l d a l m o s t

u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y c o u n t o n t h e i r f o l l o w i n g . N o w t h i s s o - c a l l e d p i l l a r s y s t e m

h a s r u l e d t h e c o u n t r y f o r m a n y , m a n y d e c a d e s . A l t h o u g h t h e p i l l a r s

r e m a i n e d m o r e o r l e s s i s o l a t e d f r o m e a c h o t h e r , t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l e a d e r s

f o r m e d t h e c o a l i t i o n c a b i n e t s t h a t r u l e d o v e r t h e c o u n t r y s i n c e t h e

b e g I n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y . T h e s e l e a d e r s , a l t h o u g h b e l o n g i n g , t o d i f f e r e n t

p i l l a r s , w e r e o f c o u r s e In c l o s e c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h e a c h o t h e r . T h e y

f o r m e d , s o t o s p e a k , t o r e m a i n in a r c h i t e c t u r a l t e r m s , t h e a r c h i t r a v e - t h e

o n l y l i n k b e t w e e n t h e p i l l a r s .

N o w t h i s s y s t e m h a s b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e g r e a t s t a b i l i t y w h i c h w a s

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f o r D u t c h p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l l i f e d u r i n g m a n y d e c a d e s .

T h i s s y s t e m e v e n s u r v i v e d t h e t r a u m a t i c e x p e r i e n c e o f W o r i d W a r II

t r a u m a t i c f o r t h o s e w h o h a v e l i v e d t h r o u g h t h e s e y e a r s . A f t e r f i v e y e a r s

o f G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l l i f e f l o w e d b a c k I n t o t h e f a m i l i a r

b e d d i n g s , o r t o u s e t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l e x p r e s s i o n , j e l l e d a g a i n I n t o t h e

p i l l a r s y s t e m . T h e S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t s , w h o h a d r e n a m e d t h e m s e l v e s t h e L a b o u r

P a r t y ( a f t e r t h e B r i t i s h L a b o u r P a r t y ) , t r i e d a f t e r t h e w a r t o b r e a k

t h r o u g h t h e p i l l a r s y s t e m a n d t o r e o r g a n i s e p o l i t i c a l l i f e a l o n g d i f f e r e n t

a l i g n m e n t s , b u t t h e y f a i l e d d i s m a l l y In t h e f i r s t e l e c t i o n s a f t e r t h e w a r ,

t h a t w a s In 1 9 4 6 .

It w a s o n l y a f t e r 2 0 y e a r s , tn t h e c o u r s e o f t h e S i x t i e s , t h a t t h i s s y s t e m

b e g a n t o b r e a k d o w n . W h a t w e r e t h e c a u s e s o f t h i s b r e a k d o w n ? I w i l l

m e n t i o n s e v e r a l c a u s e s ( t h e r e m a y b e m o r e ) . W h e n I m e n t i o n t h e m , n o t In

o r d e r o f p r i o r i t y o r o f I m p o r t a n c e , I a l s o w i s h t o m a k e c l e a r t h a t t h e y a r e

n o t c o m p l e t e l y s e p a r a t e f r o m e a c h o t h e r , t h e y I n t e r l o c k a n d m e s h w i t h e a c h

o t h e r a n d c e r t a i n l y h a v e m u t u a l l y r e i n f o r c e d e a c h o t h e r .
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T h e f i r s t , very logical o n e . Is t h e c h a n g e of g e n e r a t i o n . In the S i x t i e s a

new g e n e r a t i o n came +o the front and also, In many r e s p e c t s , to p o w e r . tt

had not c o n s c i o u s l y gone through the p r e - w a r y e a r s and war y e a r s and

s o m e t i m e s not even the Cold War y e a r s . Now a c h a n g e of g e n e r a t i o n In

Itself Is not enough to c a u s e such a b r e a k d o w n as h a p p e n e d In the S i x t i e s .

A f t e r a l l , the p i l l a r system had survived many s u c c e e d i n g g e n e r a t i o n s , so

in Itself it is not enough of an e x p l a n a t i o n , t h o u g h It is part of the

e x p I a n a t I o n .

The second c a u se Is the war e x p e r i e n c e . D u r i n g the w a r , m o r e p e o p l e t h a n

t h e m e m b e r s of the political e l i t e s w h o had formed the c o a l i t i o n c a b i n e t s ,

m e t e i t h e r I l l e g a l l y or s e m i - I l l e g a l l y or even s o m e t i m e s in c o n c e n t r a t i o n

c a m p s or In h o s t a g e c a m p s and got to know each o t h e r much b e t t e r , not only

p e r s o n a l l y , but also got to know their own c u l t u r e s . So t h e r e w a s a kind

of p e r m e a t i n g I n f l u e n c e , v i c e v e r s a , amony the Intellectual .elites In the

N e t h e r l a n d s during the w a r .

The third c a u s e I w a n t to m e n t i o n , Is the e x p l o s i v e e x p a n s i o n of the m a s s

m e d i a and e s p e c i a l l y t e l e v i s i o n . I s t r e s s t e l e v i s i o n much m o r e than the

w r i t t e n p r e s s , b e c a u s e the w r i t t e n press e x i s t e d also in the p r e - t e l e v I s i o n

are, b u t at the t i m e of the w r i t t e n p r e s s , e v e r y b o d y read his own n e w s p a p e r

and not the n e w s p a p e r of the o t h e r g r o u p . So t h e r e w a s no I n t e r - p i l l a r

I n f l u e n c e . T e l e v i s i o n is a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y , b e c a u s e you switch on

t e l e v i s i o n , and you get suddenly somebody on the screen from a c e r t a i n

c u l t u r e or s u b - c u l t u r e . T h o u g h y o u ' v e known about that s u b - c u l t u r e , y o u ' v e

never met a p e r s o n like t h a t or listened to h i m . And so you have a much

s t r o n g e r mutual Influencing of the d i f f e r e n t s u b - c u l t u r e s , not e x c l u s i v e l y

the r e l i g i o u s o n e s * ,

The fourth c a u se Is p r o s p e r i t y . ft also starte d In the early S i x t i e s and

w e n t on w e l l into the S e v e n t i e s . That p r o s p e r i t y g a v e p e o p l e leisure to

read about t h i n g s , to go out and m e e t other p e o p l e . That also has been

i n s t r u m e n t a l In b r e a k Ing down t h i s old s y s t e m .

T h e fifth c a u s e Is the better e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s that came about w i t h

t h e rise of the w e l f a r e s t a t e . W h o l e layers of p o p u l a t i o n w h o had never

been a c c u s t o m e d to go to u n i v e r s i t y , w e n t to u n i v e r s i t y , and that also had,

of c o u r s e . Its e f f e c t .
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A n o t h e r c a u s e Is d e m o c r a t ! s a t l o n . Now d e m o c r a t f s a t j o n , a g a i n , Is a natural

p h e n o m e n o n : o n c e y o u s t a r t w i t h d e m o c r a c y , d e m o c r a t ! s a t t o n s o o n e r or later

is I n e v i t a b l e . C e r t a i n l y , d e m o c r a t i s a t l o n w e n t very q u i c k l y during the

S i x t i e s , and ft m e a n t t h a t the y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n s t a r t e d to a u e s t f o n t h e

t e n e t s of t h e i r l e a d e r s , w h i c h Is, t t h i n k , the h a l l m a r k of d e m o c r a c y ,

a f t e r all : you d o n ' t s w a l l o w u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y e v e r y t h i n g t h a t is being t o l d

t o y o u . T h e y not only q u e s t i o n e d the t e n e t s and the p o l i c i e s of the

l e a d e r s of t h e e l I t e s , but m o r e o f t e n than not they rebel ted a g a i n s t t h e i r

l e a d e r s , and In the S I x t t e s t h e r e w a s a c h a n g e of p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p In

p r a c t i c a l l y all p a r t i e s .

T h e l a s t , t h e r e may be m o r e of c o u r s e , but the last c a u s e I will m e n t i o n .

Is t h e p r o c e s s of s e c u l a r i s a t i o n . Many p e o p l e left c h u r c h , both the

C a t h o l i c c h u r c h and t h e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s , o r , at l e a s t , no longer

f o l l o w e d u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y the w o r d s of t h e f r s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r s .

Now t h e s e c a u s e s led In c o m b i n a t i o n to w h a t w e can caI I , w h a t I cal I , the

" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " in H o l l a n d . T o b e s u r e , many of t h e s e c a u s e s w e r e

p r e v a l e n t In o t h e r W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s a l s o . I d o n ' t h a v e to r e m i n d you of

t h e r e b e l l i o n s t a r t i n g In the B e r k e l e y c a m p u s in C a l i f o r n i a and then t h e

r e b e l l i o n of t h e S o r b o n n e In May 1 968 and the r e b e l l i o n s in the G e r m a n

u n i v e r s i t i e s and e l s e w h e r e . In G e r m a n y in p a r t i c u l a r , d e g e n e r a t i n g Into t h e

v i o l e n c e , t h e m u r d e r s , of the Red A r m y F r a c t i o n .

Now In H o l l a n d , t h i s s o - c a l l e d " r e v o l u t i o n " w a s p e r h a p s less v i o l e n t ,

c e r t a i n l y less v i o l e n t than In G e r m a n y , b u t Its e f f e c t may h a v e been d e e p e r

and l o n g e r - I a s t I n g . S i n c e D u t c h s o c i e t y had been so s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d , o n c e

t h e r e s t r a i n t s had s l a c k e n e d , t h e p e n d u l u m swung p e r h a p s m o r e to t h e

o p p o s i t e s i d e In H o l l a n d than w a s the c a s e e l s e w h e r e .

T h e hold of the c h u r c h e s on t h e i r f o i l o w I n g largely b r o k e d o w n . T h i s w a s

m o s t s p e c t a c u l a r l y t h e c a s e In the C a t h o l i c c h u r c h . W i t h i n ten y e a r s , t h e

n u m b e r of r e l i g i o u s c a l l i n g s w e n t down to a b o u t 10? of their o r i g i n a l

n u m b e r . Many p r i e s t s c o u l d no longer s t a n d the h a r d s h i p of c e l i b a c y . T h e

u s e of t h e a n t i - c o n c e p t l o n p i l l , f o r b i d d e n by t h e c h u r c h , b e c a m e m o r e

g e n e r a l In t h e C a t h o l I c p r o v i n c e s than In t h e n o n - C a t h o l I c o n e s . T h e H u t c h

R o m a n - C a t h o l i c c h u r c h , w h f c h had been u l t r a m o n t a n i c In Its o b e d I e n c e to

R o m e , b e c a m e t h e g r e a t e s t rebel of the w o r l d c h u r c h , as w a s shown In t h e

V a t i c a n C o u n c i l of t h e early S i x t i e s . In t h e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s , a



s i m i l a r p r o c e s s w a s o b s e r v a b l e , t h o u g h less s u d d e n and r a d i c a l , b e c a u s e t h e

P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s g i v e m o r e r u l e leewa y to d i s s e n t t h a n t h e C a t h o l i c

c h u r c h usual ly d o e s .

E v e n t h e s e c u l a r L a b o u r P a r t y w a s a f f e c t e d . In t h e S i x t i e s , t h e s o - c a l l e d

New L e f t t o o k o v e r p o w e r In t h e L a b o u r P a r t y , c h a l l e n g i n g m a n y of t h e

t e n e t s h e l d by t h e p r e v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n t h a t had b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e , o r r a t h e r

c o - r e s p o n s i b l e , f o r D u t c h p o s t - w a r p o l i c y of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , b u t a l s o for

D u t c h f o r e i g n p o l i c y . H o l l a n d had left Its c e n t u r y - o l d n e u t r a l i t y and had

b e c o m e an e n t h u s i a s t i c m e m b e r of t h e W e s t e r n Al I l a n c e N A T O and of t h e

E u r o p e a n C o - o p e r a t i o n g r o u p s s u c h as t h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y . T h e L a b o u r

P a r t y had b e e n l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e s e c h o i c e s and w a s t h e r e f o r e

r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e p o s t - w a r f o r e i g n and s e c u r i t y p o l i c i e s of t h e

N e t h e r l a n d s . Now t h e New L e f t t h a t had t a k e n o v e r p o w e r d u r i n g t h e S i x t i e s

a d v o c a t e d , and s t i l l a d v o c a t e s , t h a t H o l l a n d s h o u l d b e , a g a i n , a b e a c o n In

a s i n f u l w o r l d . T h e y d o n ' t u s e t h e s e b i b l i c a l w o r d s , b e c a u s e t h e y a r e a

s e c u l a r p a r t y , but It is I n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t m a n y of t h e L a b o u r

L e a d e r s are• of C a l v l n l s t o r i g i n . T h i s m i s s i o n a r y zeal h a s a g r e a t a p p e a l

o n s o m e of t h e C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t s a l s o .

How t h i s u p h e a v a l had of c o u r s e Its e f f e c t on t h e w h o l e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m .

W i t h i n t e n y e a r s , t h e C a t h o l i c P a r t y , w h i c h , as I s a i d , had f o r m a n y

d e c a d e s b e e n t h e l a r g e s t p a r t y , lost n e a r l y h a l f of Its v o t e s , t u m b l i n g

f r o m 32% In 1 9 6 3 t o n e a r l y 1 B f In 1 9 7 2 . So In n i n e y e a r s It n e a r l y lost

h a l f Its v o t e s . T h e t h r e e m a j o r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l p a r t i e s - t h e C a t h o l i c

p a r t y , t h e s o - c a l l e d A n t i - R e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y ( t h e p a r t y of t h e

G e r e f o r m e e r d e n ) and t h e C h r i s t i a n H i s t o r i c a l p a r t y (of t h e m o r e H e r v o r m d e

p e o p l e ) had a m o u n t e d In 1 9 6 3 to a b o u t 5 0 £ , b u t t u m b l e d d o w n t o 3 0 ? . T h i s

w a s , for D u t c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a l a n d s l i d e , an o n g o i n g l a n d s l i d e a c t u a l l y ,

b e c a u s e t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l e l e c t i o n s d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d .

T h i s u p h e a v a l h a s , of c o u r s e , a l s o a f f e c t e d t h e c o u n t r y ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y .

T h i s t h e m e , t h e new D u t c h f o r e i g n p o l i c y a f t e r t h e S i x t i e s , c a l l s for a

d i s s e r t a t i o n In I t s e l f . T h a t I w i l l not g i v e to y o u . A t t h i s s t a g e , I

w i l l l i m i t m y s e l f to o n e s u b j e c t : t h e D u t c h a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s S o u t h

A f r i c a . I w i l l try to g i v e an all t o o s h o r t a n a l y s i s of t h i s a t t i t u d e ,

w i t h o u t t a k i n g s i d e s . I s e e my r o l e h e r e m o r e as t h a t of s o m e o n e w h o is

t r y i n g to e x p l a i n t h a t a t t i t u d e t h a n as t h a t of a s c h o o l m a s t e r , let a l o n e a

D u t c h u n c I e .
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T h i s b e i n g s a i d , f w a n t t o s t r e s s f i r s t t h a t t h e c h a n g e in a t t i t u d e a m o n g

t h e D u t c h t o w a r d s S o u t h A f r i c a a n t e d a t e s t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " of t h e

S i x t i e s - In f a c t , t h e w a t e r s h e d h a s n o t b e e n t h a t " r e v o l u t i o n " of t h e

S i x t i e s , b u t W o r l d W a r I I . A s I s a i d b e f o r e , W o r l d W a r II h a s b e e n for

m a n y D u t c h m e n a t r a u m a t i c e x p e r i e n c e . N o w , o n e of t h e e f f e c t s of t h a t

e x p e r i e n c e w a s t h a t , h a v i n g s e e n 9 0 ? of t h e i r o w n D u t c h J e w s d e p o r t e d a nd

n o t s e e n t h e m c o m i n g b a c k b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e g a s s e d , m a n y D u t c h m e n h a v e

b e c o m e a l l e r g i c to any dl scr1ml nation on a r a c f a I b a s i s . N o d o u b t , t h e s e

f e e l i n g s c o n t a i n e d a l a r g e e l e m e n t of g u i l t - f e e l i n g - n o t h a v i n g b e e n a b l e

t o p r e v e n t e f f e c t i v e l y t h e u l t i m a t e c o n s e q u e n c e s of o n e r a c i a l p o l i c y ( t h e

N a z i p o l i c y a g a i n s t t h e J e w s ) , m a n y D u t c h r e a c t e d w i t h all t h e m o r e

f e r v o u r , w i t h a v e n g e a n c e y o u m i g h t s a y , a g a i n s t w h a t t h e y c o n s i d e r e d t o b e

a n o t h e r p o l i c y o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

A n o t h e r y a r d s t i c k t h a t m a n y D u t c h m e n c o n t i n u e d t o u s e for a long t i m e a f t e r

W o r l d W a r II w a s t h e a u e s t t o n w h e t h e r p e o p l e a n y w h e r e In t h e w o r l d h a d ,

d u r i n g t h e W a r , b e e n m o r e o r l e s s o r o - G e r m a n . Now t h e y h ad r e a s o n to

b e l i e v e t h a t s o m e o f t h e m e m b e r s of t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h a t h a d t a k e n p o w e r in

1 9 4 8 in S o u t h A f r i c a had n o t , r i g h t f r o m t h e s t a r t , b e e n u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y o n

t h e s i d e of t h e A l l i e s * N o w , w h e t h e r r i g h t or w r o n g , t h i s I m p r e s s i o n a l s o

h a d s o m e I n f l u e n c e o n t h e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d S o u t h A f r i c a o n t h e p a r t of

t h o s e , a n d t h e r e w e r e m a n y , w h o m a i n t a i n e d s t r i c t s t a n d a r d s on t h i s I s s u e .

I m i g h t a d d t h a t t h e D u t c h G e r e f o r m e e r d e n , w h o had t a k e n a d i s p r o p o r t i o n -

a l l y l a r g e p a r t In t h e r e s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t t h e G e r m a n o c c u p i e r , w e r e n o t t h e

l e a s t s t r i c t o n t h e q u e s t i o n w h a t s i d e p e o p l e h ad b e e n o n d u r i n g t h e w a r .

A n d I t h i n k t h a t a c c o u n t s l a r g e l y for t h e d r a n a t l c b r e a k b e t w e e n t h e

G e r e f o r m e e r d e k e r k e n a n d t h e i r f e l l o w b e l i e v e r s In S o u t h A f r i c a .

T h e s e a t t i t u d e s , I w a n t t o s t r e s s , h ad a l r e a d y a f f e c t e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n a n d ,

t h r o u g h p u b l i c o p i n i o n , g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c y b e f o r e t h e u p h e a v a l of t h e

S i x t i e s * It w a s a c o n s e r v a t i v e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , Mr L u n s , w h o Is now

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o N A T O , w h o d e c i d e d d e c i d e d in t h e m i d d l e S i x t i e s , I

t h i n k it w a s In 1 9 6 5 , t o g i v o 1 0 0 0 0 0 g u i l d e r s t o t h e s o - c a t l e d D e f e n c e and

A i d F u n d of C a n o n C o l l i n s , " f o r aid to t h o s e p e r s e c u t e d u n d e r t h e a p a r t h e i d

l e g i s l a t i o n In S o u t h A f r i c a " . Now I h a v e r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t Mr L u n s

d i d n o t d o t h a t m a i n l y , o r a t l e a s t n o t p r i m a r i l y , o u t of r e a l c o m p a s s i o n

w i t h t h o s e p e r s e c u t e d , b u t he t h o u g h t It w a s e x p e d i e n t , for r e a s o n s of

d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c s , to do t h a t . I w a n t to r e m i n d y o u a g a i n of t h e p o l i t i c a l

s y s t e m in H o l l a n d : g o v e r n m e n t s a r e a l w a y s c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t s , m o s t l y



b a s e d on a s m a l l m a j o r i t y a n d , t h e r e f o r e , f i n d i n g It o f t e n n e c e s s a r y t o

c o u r t t h e o p p o s i t i o n on p o i n t s t h a t m a y n o t b e v i t a l to t h e i r o w n s u r v i v a l

n o t t o s p e a k of c o u r t i n g t h o s e m e m b e r s of t h e i r o w n p a r t i e s ( t h e

g o v e r n m e n t p a r t i e s ) w h o m a y be s u s c e n t l b l e t o c e r t a i n s l o g a n s f r o m t h e

o p p o s 111 o n .

Now s o o n a f t e r t h i s g e s t u r e of Mr L u n s ( t h e r e Is no c a u s a l l i n k ) , t h e

u p h e a v a l of t h e S i x t i e s s t a r t e d t o p o u r f u e l on t h i s f i r e . O n e of t h e

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h a t u p h e a v a l h a s , as I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d , t h e n e e d f e l t

t o r e b e l a g a i n s t p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y t h i n g t h e f o r m e r g e n e r a t i o n , a n d

c e r t a i n l y t h e s o - c a l l e d " e s t a b l i s h m e n t " , had s t o o d f o r . A s far as f o r e i g n

p o l i c y Is c o n c e r n e d , t h i s m e a n t t h a t I n s t e a d of I d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e

" W e s t " In g e n e r a l , for w h i c h t h e f o r m e r e s t a b l t s h r o e n t had b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e ,

t h e a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and t h e E u r o p e a n c o - o p e r a t i o n , c a m e a

n e e d for I d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e " a n t i - W e s t " - n o t so m u c h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n

b e c a u s e t h a t had a l r e a d y b e e n d i s c r e d i t e d a l s o In t h e e y e s of t h e l e f t i s t

g e n e r a t i o n In t h e S i x t i e s , a n d c e r t a i n l y a f t e r t h e I n t e r v e n t i o n In

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a - b u t an I d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h T h i r d W o r l d .In g e n e r a l , a n d

w i t h s p e c i f i c s u c c e e d i n g T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s In p a r t i c u l a r .

C o u p l e d w i t h an u r g e t o m a n i f e s t s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h o s e o p p r e s s e d all o v e r

t h e w o r l d - o p p r e s s e d p o l i t i c a l l y or o p p r e s s e d e c o n o m i c a l l y - It w a s a l m o s t

n a t u r a l t h a t S o u t h A f r i c a ' s p o l i c y of a p a r t h e i d or s e p a r a t e d e v e l o p m e n t , or

w h a t e v e r n a m e y o u w a n t t o g i v e I t , b u t In H o l l a n d i t ' s s t i l l c a l l e d t h e

s y s t e m of a p a r t h e i d , t h a t t h i s p o l i c y b e c a m e e v e n m o r e t h e b u t t of a t t a c k s

t h a n b e f o r e .

Now a g a i n , t h i s Is n o t t y p i c a l j u s t f o r H o l l a n d . All o v e r t h e W e s t e r n

w o r l d , t h e r e w a s t h i s n e e d for I d e n t i f i c a t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e y o u n g e r

g e n e r a t i o n w i t h r e v o l u t i o n s , a k i n d of r o m a n t i c I d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h

r e v o l u t i o n s and p e o p l e s o p p r e s s e d . N o r w a s S o u t h A f r i c a t h e o n l y b u t t of

t h e h o p e s and a n g e r and f r u s t r a t i o n s of a y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n . B u t In my

c o u n t r y t h e r e w a s p e r h a p s , as far as S o u t h A f r i c a w a s c o n c e r n e d , s o m e t h i n g

a d d e d t o t h i s , and t h i s w a s t h e r e a l i s a t i o n of a k i n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e

Hoi l a n d e r s and A f r i k a n e r s . N o t d e s p i t e o f , b u t b e c a u s e of t h a t k i n s h i p ,

t h e o p p o s i t i o n In H o l l a n d a g a i n s t w h a t h a p p e n e d In S o u t h A f r i c a w a s p e r h a p s

s t r o n g e r t h a n e l s e w h e r e . A n d h e r e a g a i n , a c e r t a i n g u i l t c o m p l e x m a y h a v e

p l a y e d , and m a y s t i l l p l a y , a r o l e .
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Now you d o n ' t h a v e to tell m e that t h i s a t t i t u d e , as in m o s t moral

a t t i t u d e s t h a t are t r a n s l a t e d In to p o l i t i c s , e n t a i l s a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of

h y p o c r i s y , and also an u n w i l l i n g n e s s to be Informed about the facts b e l y i n g

t h e I m a g e , a n d , e v e n m o r e , an u n w i l l i n g n e s s to c o n s i d e r the c o n s e a u e n c e s of

any a l t e r n a t i v e s . T h i s alI b e l o n g s , so to s p e a k , to the g a m e of t h o s e w h o

do not bear any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

It Is not for me to j u d g e w h e t h e r or not the s i t u a t i o n In South A f r i c a

g i v e s a c e r t a i n o b j e c t i v e j u s t i f i c a t i o n to t h e s e r e a c t i o n s - b e they ever

so d i v o r c e d from a r e a l i s t i c p o l i c y t h a t really w a n t s to a c h i e v e r e s u l t s .

It w o u l d , h o w e v e r , b e a m i s t a k e to j u d g e t h e s e r e a c t i o n s only on the b a s i s

of t h e i r I n e v i t a b l e b y - p r o d u c t s of d o u b l e s t a n d a r d s and s u p e r f i c i a l n e s s ,

and to o v e r l o o k the c o r e of g e n u i n e i n d i g n a t i o n and c o n c e r n c a u s e d by the

p e r c e p t i o n of w h a t h a p p e n s In South A f r i c a .

I a g r e e w1th w h a t ny c o m p a t r i o t F r f t s Q e k k e r w r o t e about two y e a r s ago (n

t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s I n s t i t u t e , a p a p e r t h a t he had s u b m i t t e d to a

W o r k s h o p on t h e Dutch F o r e i g n P o l i c y t o w a r d s A f r i c a , and I q u o t e o n e

p a s s a g e w i t h w h i c h I a g r e e :

"How e v e r g r e a t t h e r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l d i v e r s i t y of
t h e D u t c h p o p u l a t i o n , t h e r e are o n ly m a r g i n a l d i f f e r e n c e s
in the a t t i t u d e s of the v a r i o u s g r o u p s and p o l i t i c a l
p a r t i e s to h u m a n r i g h t s and d e v e l o p m e n t . In a
p a r l i a m e n t a r y democracy such as the N e t h e r l a n d s , any
g o v e r n m e e n t w h i c h a t t e m p t e d to d e v i a t e from t h i s p o l i c y
w o u l d be c o m m i t t i n g p o l i t i c a l s u i c i d e . "

T h e r e may be d i s a g r e e m e n t on m e t h o d s , on the best way to a c h i e v e r e s u i t s ,

t h e r e Is no d i s a g r e e m e n t on the s u b s t a n c e and g o a l s of a p o l i c y that g i v e s

h i g h p r i o r i t y to h u m a n r i g h t s . And as far as d e v e l o p m e n t aid Is c o n c e r n e d ,

t h e I m p o r t a n c e t h a t Is g i v e n , w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k of t h e total Dutch

f o r e i g n p o l i c y , t o d e v e l o p m e n t a i d , h a s had as a c o n s e q u e n c e t h a t the D u t c h

I n t e r e s t In black A f r i c a has g r o w n . T h e s e i n t e r e s t s h a v e h i s t o r i c a l l y

n e v e r b e e n very g r e a t , the I n t e r e s t s w e n t t o , as you can I m a g i n e , m o r e to

t h e s o u t h - e a s t A s i a , w h e r e the g r e a t e m p i r e of H o l l a n d lay d u r i n g t h r e e

c e n t u r i e s - Put If d e v e l o p m e n t a i d , as a D u t c h d e v e l o p m e n t aid d o e s ,

c o n c e n t r a t e s on t h e least d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , and if, of t h e 31 o f f i c i a l l y

r e c o g n i s e d least d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , 21 a r e In black A f r i c a , you can

i m a g i n e t h a t D u t c h I n t e r e s t In black A f r i c a has g r o w n .
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T h ! s I n c r e a s e In I n t e r e s t Is a l s o a r e s u l t of Hoi l a n d ' s m e m b e r s h i p of t h e

E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y - T h e g r e a t e r p a r t of t h e aid w h i c h Is g i v e n by t h e

E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y u n d e r t h e L o m e C o n v e n t i o n b e t w e e n t h e C o m m u n i t y a n d Its

f o r m e r l y c o l o n i a l s t a t e s g o e s t o b l a c k A f r i c a , b e c a u s e m o s t of t h e s e

n a t i o n s a n d c o u n t r i e s a r e In b l a c k A f r i c a . T h i s a l s o h a s c r e a t e d a t i e o f ,

w h a t I w o u l d c a l l - u s i n g , w i t h y o u r p e r m i s s i o n , a M a r x i s t t e r m - a t i e o f

" o b j e c t i v e " I n t e r e s t b e t w e e n H o l l a n d a n d b l a c k A f r i c a , w h i c h , of c o u r s e ,

h a s a l s o Its e f f e c t on t h e D u t c h a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s S o u t h A f r i c a .

In f i n i s h i n g my t a l k , I an r e t u r n i n g t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n in m y

c o u n t r y , of w h i c h t h e a t t i t u d e tow a r d s S o u t h A f r i c a Is o n l y a s y m p t o m .

S o c i o l o g i c a l l y a n d , t h e r e f o r e p o l i t i c a l l y , t h i n g s a r e s t i l l in a f l u x . A t

p r e s e n t , a c e n t r e - r i g h t c a b i n e t Is In pow e r , b a s e d a g a i n e n a s m a l l

p a r l i a m e n t a r y m a j o r i t y . T h a t c a b i n e t c a l l s i t s e l f a " n o - n o n s e n s e " c a b i n e t ,

u s i n g t h e B r i t i s h w o r d , and It m u s t b e s a i d t h a t It h a s In f a c t I n t r o d u c e d

d r a c o n l c m e a s u r e s In o r d e r t o c u t p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e w h i c h h a d g r o w n o u t o f

all p r o p o r t i o n . T h e c a b i n e t , w i t h t h e s e m e a s u r e s , h a s w e a t h e r e d all

o p p o s i t i o n t h u s f a r , e v e n a t h r e e - w e e k s t r i k e by t h e c i v i l s e r v a n t s , c a u s i n g

n n e a r - b r e a k d o w n of m a n y p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . T h i s In I t s e l f s h o w s how t h i n g s

h a v e c h a n g e d In H o l l a n d b e c a u s e It w a s I n c o n c e i v a b l e a c o u p l e of y e a r s a g o

t h a t c i v i l s e r v a n t s w o u l d e v e r g o on s t r i k e .

A c c o r d i n g t o p u b l i c o p i n i o n p o l l s , t h a t " n o - n o n s e n s e " c a b i n e t of t o d a y h a s

l o s t Its p a r l i a m e n t a r y m a j o r i t y , b u t e l e c t i o n s a r e s t i l l t w o y e a r s o f f , a n d

my p e r s o n a l g u e s s Is t h a t t h i s g o v e r n m e n t w i l l s i t t h e s e t w o y e a r s o u t a n d

m a y e v e n , if p r e s e n t p o l i c i e s a r e s h o w n t o b o a r f r u i t - I t ' s a b i g I f , I

a d m i t - m a i n t a i n i t s m a j o r i t y a n d r u l e f o r a n o t h e r f o u r y e a r s .

R u t It w o u l d b e a m i s t a k e to a s s u m e t h a t t h e m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e c o m p o s i 11 o n

a n d t h e m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e p o l i c i e s o f t h e p r e s e n t c a b i n e t w o u l d a l s o e n t a i l

a m o r e f o r t h c o m i n g a t t i t u d e tow a r d s S o u t h A f r i c a . T o b e s u r e , t h i s p r e s e n t

g o v e r n m e n t Is o o p o s e d t o a u n i l a t e r a l o i l b o y c o t t of S o u t h A f r i c a , w h i c h

t h e S e c o n d C h a m b e r of P a r l i a m e n t h a s v o t e d , in 1 9 7 9 , b u t t h e s u c c e e d i n g

G o v e r n m e n t s h a v e n o t I m p l e m e n t e d t h a t r e s o l u t i o n . T h i s g o v e r n m e n t Is a l s o

o p p o s e d t o a u n i l a t e r a l oil b o v c o t t , for w h i c h t h e left Is c l a m o u r i n g a n d

w h i c h a l e f t - o f - c e n t r e g o v e r n m e n t , If It w i l l c o m e to p o w e r a g a i n , n i g h t

w i s h to I n t r o d u c e , b u t t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s " n o - n o n s e n s e " g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d

b e r e a d y t o r e v o k e m e a s u r e s t a k e n by p r e v i o u s g o v e r n m e n t s s u c h a s , f o r

I n s t a n c e , t h e c a n c e l l a t i o n of t h e c u l t u r a l a g r e e m e n t s w i t h S o u t h A f r i c a ,
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w o u i d be to u n d e r e s t i m a t e t w o f a c t o r s : o n e a t a c t i c a l f a c t o r w h i c h I h a v e

a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , b u t I w a n t t o r e p e a t , and t h e s e c o n d a m u c h m o r e

f u n d a m e n t a l o n e . It w o u l d u n d e r e s t i m a t e , f i r s t , t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h r l g h t -

o f - c e n t r e g o v e r n m e n t s are u s u a l l y e a g e r t o g a i n s u p p o r t of t h e l e f t - o f -

c e n t r e op p o s i t i o n on I s s u e s t h a t are n o t c o n s i d e r e d v i t a l t o t h e c a b i n e t ' s

g e n e r a l p o l i c y , or e v e n s t r o n g e r , t h e c a b i n e t ' s s u r v i v a l ( a n d S o u t h A f r i c a

Is n o t v i t a l f o r a D u t c h c a b i n e t ' s g e n e r a l p o l i c y or e v e n l e s s f o r Its

s u r v i v a l ) . A n d s e c o n d , and m u c h m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l l y , It w o u l d u n d e r e s t i m a t e

t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e f e e l i n g s In S o u t h A f r i c a , u n i n f o r m e d and

h y p o c r i t i c a l as t h e y o f t e n may b e , a r e g e n u i n e .


