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REALITY AND UTOPIA IN THE SOCIAL SCIEMCES

In my attempt to understand the reason for the existence of the gaplng
chasm that appears to dlvide the separate worlds of the visionaries on the
one hand and the commoen sense realists on the other, | have pondered on the
question of innocence, and I+ seems to me that what so often is taken to be
elther virtue or cynicism is ultimately a reflection of the duallty of
man's nature expressed In the opposing conditlions of Jinnocence and
experlience. Within each human belng at al!! times, and for each generatlion,
the struggle 1s waged between two contrastling perceptions : the ideal,
which Is rooted in finnocence, and the real, rooted In experlence. In the
condition of Innocence, however, we are always threatened by experience,
and sense *that we are perilously close Yo losing the childilke innocence
whlch enables us to construct beaut!ful and fraglile Intellectual toys in
our globally spaclous playrooms This I|s the realm at which Innocence comes
Into contact with polltics; the experience emerges from the act of human
association and disassoclation.

‘We who !lve fn this age and In this corner of the globe have for long
doeluded ourselves Inte thinking that our small wor!ld could continue 1In
innocence in Tts reltatlonship with the wori{d beyond. The time has c¢ome for
us to emerge from +hese childllke notions and to confront the external
realm and the forces whlch swir! and tumble the states of the world In
cultura! clashes, pol!ltical anarchy and ldeological dlsorders

Many, If not most, of the contemporary soctal sclences provide "non=-answers

to trivial questions” and anaesthetlize political reality - (a conception of
po!1+lcé which places conslderable +rust In commen sense) - by means of
terminoleglical and conceptual “"sorcery". There Is, In the soclal sclences,
a compulsion to press forward in the search for a soclal sciences!

equlivalent of +the laws of +the "hard or natural®™ sclences, and mainly
because this search 1Is pursued In the un-charted realms of fantasy, Its
pelnts of reference are Jlocated In +the Impenetrable soclal sclence
equivalent of "pllot Jargon". As Alice, the epltoms of the bewlldered
real!ist 4n the wonderland put It : "The Hatter's remarks seemed to have no
sort af meanling In It - and vet 1+ was certalinly Eng!ish".

Helnrlch Rickert's admonition that metaphors and concepts can "do nothlng
more +.. than construct brldges over the stream of reality"™ goes to the
heart of the matter, for the socltal sclence models Inevitably oversimplify
the phenomena they purport to explain and tend to sacriflice relevance to
reallity to logical elegance. If stripped of thelr pretenses, they often
strike the participant In the debate as "streakers™ dancing on an iImaglinary
Archemedian head of the needle.

When thelr confreres of the sister dliscipline of International! Relatlons
engage each other, frequently all too frequently, 1n Incestuous Intellec-
tual! pseudo~disputations, thelr scientistlic methodology endeavours *te
transform the ever more tenacious reality of states and natlon-states Into
Images of contemporary International |1fe which approximates a mutation of
history i1tse!f and not a mutation wlthin history, 1in which changes of
systems are not distlingufshed from changes within systems, In which the
a-socletal (Kant) or anarchical and fragmented state-system 1s seen as
having reached take-off as "spaceship earth", a +technaloglised artifact
engineered through wclock-work mechanisms of Interdependent reciprocating
par+ts.

But, despite the up-bheat imagery, the deluslons of many of today's social
sclentists are not, as they llke to pretend or fervently deslire in their

hubris +o believe, the cherished product of twentlieth century enlighten-



ment, but the legacy of gnostic movements which reach back into tIme and
recur in our age. These movements have always been the vehlcies of the
"great simpiifiers”™ who carry +the masterkeys +to unlock +he world's
secrets. Their vast appeal, which sweeps ever greater muititudes into
their ideoiogical vortex, is that they promise escape from the worid and
the condltlo humana and pretend to command the means of deiiverance. They
conjure up a vision of rebirth, redemption and return +o paradise and the

racapture of the Rousseauistic nature of +the "nobie savage". They
fantasise about +the chimera of a thoroughly de-poiiticised world, where
confiict wili be converted into voiuntary free Iiabour and mankind un!ted

under one sovereignty no longer confronting any enemy. These visions are
normatiy driven by disaster experienced and/or Armageddon expected and

anticipated. in these acutely existential crisis situations models are
built to give man, suspended in his "state of flungness™ (Heldegger's
"Geworfensein), a giimpse of the beckoning future +o come. Language

becomes highiy metaphorical, and dangerocus, to the extent of mistaking
attributes of anaiogy for attributes of reaiity. To put it biasphemousiy,
taking communion in the one Eucharistlc body of inevitable, immanent,
uniform, necessary, and dlrectional change are ail +too frequentiy the
"social sciences™".

The Nature of the State In Theory and Reailty

8y postuiating growth, wholeness, and oneness, Yo be consummated through
process, their ultimate reailsation is presumed. The "myth of unity®
crowds out the fundamental fact that the poiitical worid is not a universum
but a piuriversum, in which men iilve as they are in a world as it Is, where
peace Is precariously batanced and wars ail too frequent. The worid 1is
composed of "|littie cosmions"™, which with its own seif-understanding and
seif-inferpre+a+fon, of a world mouided into territoriail, sovereign and
independent states. For while the state concept has been repeatediy
indicted by the scilentistic, behaviouristic fInternational relations
theorists as conceptually ambiguous, equivocai and vacuous, in the vast
externai realm the reailty of the state has proved +to be Intractibly

resijient. indeed, not only does the state survive, but it goes from
strength to strength, having multiplied three-foid over the fast guarter of
a century. This resiilence is beglnning to perplex some of the less
ecstatic +theorists, Iiike Woifram Hanrleder who, with Jiegions of other

political science behaviourists, had iong ago pronounced the state dead.
He now declares "... it 1s not a new type of internaticnal politics wuhich
is "disoiving" the traditional nation-state, but a new nation-state which
ifs dissoiving traditicnai international peolitics".

Politicai science terminoliegy and methodoicogy may be as inscrutable to the
iay observer of international politics as the medical language is unfathom-
abie t¢ the wuninitiated t¢ the Oath of Hippocrates, but the verdict is
audibie and, for the poiiticai realist, encouragling. Even Thucydides would
find the contemporary worid, after a crash course in modern technoiogy and
geography, not ail that unfamiliar. He wouid face a worid of organised
entities, cieariy demarcated, Jeaiousiy watching each other, Jostiing for
influence, control and domiration, empioying poiitical, economic, and
miiitary power to further +hefr goais, and iocked, on the highest level,
aven in bipoiar confliict as were Sparta and Athens in his (ife tlme. He
would find reaffirmed his contention that past and future could be Judged
comparatively to the extent to which histericai situations are influenced
by “"the course of human things". Having once palnstakingly, but success-
fuliy, peeied off the encrustations of politicai science Jargoen to reveal
*he more substantive statements, and having once mounted *the barbed-wires
of scientistic methodologies, Thucydides would encounter telijing features
of politiceai realities capfured In his "The Peioponnesian War" of aimost



2500 years ago, and hls near-contemporary of Hindu tindla, Kautllvya, would
clearly recognlse the actlon-patterns of late 20th century International
polli+ics as refracted through his classic Arthasastra.

The vell of Innocence, carefully woven by behavlcurlstic politica)
scienctlists, and almost splitefully concurrently unravelled by statesmen In
the daily conduct of thelr busliness, Is belng lifted on the state concept,
though the viIsion of many a sclentlistic disclple Is still blurred. Whille

+he academlc detractors of the state are far from beating a hasty retreat,
they are nevertheless groping through the self-generated fog +rying not +to
lag teo far behind those who have stubbornly, and often thoughtfuliy,
insisted that knowledge of political substance In f+s institutional,
historlical, and phiiosophical aspects be reasserted.

Mankind began by dlivision, and human socclietlies, cast In the roles of
states, continue to Ilve In an International system characterlised by
anarchy in the strict sense of the term : they have net been subjected ‘o
an "arche", +that Is, an overarching world authority. The international
system 1s not hierarchically organlsed according. to economic exchange
relations, but herizontally acceording to authority relations which find
thelr fullest expression in self-help by polltical units, called states, as
the fundamental! basls of Internatlional! asscclation and dlis-assoclatlon.

International relatlions are essentlally advesary relations, individuallstic
in origin, but amellorated by modes of collaboration and co~operation.
Attempts at "domestlcating" world politics TInevitably run Into the
unsurmountable obstacle and barrier of the soverelignty of the territorlal
state. State conduct remalns actuated by the princlple of ralson d'état,
precariously suspended, and heid In fenslon, between Krates and Ethos or,
in the words of Friedrich Melnecke, between behavliour prompted by +the
"power-Iimpulse" and behaviour prompted by "moral responsibility". In the
last analysls, state actlons are conditloned by necessitas rerum <{the
necesslity of things) whlch makes pollitics not the abode of the Samaritan
but the realm of res dura (the "hard and tough +thing", Virgll). It 15 *he
highest irrationality In poalitics In general and in international polltlcs
In particular to act, as Weber remarked, ocut of the supposedly pure motlves
of consclence wlithout welghlng the probable consequences of such action.
Politlics 1s often a matter, not of choosing between good and evl!ll, but of
choosing between degrees of evll (Machiavelli), or, perhaps, between the
"disagreeable" and the "intolerabie" (Burke). An "ethics of
responslibility"™, or "conssquences", may wring from the statesman of virtue,
as concesslons to necesslty, violence and other evils. Often, cut of fear
of acquiring the reputation of being cruel or Inhuman, he may fall in his
assumed and assigned task of stopping "the sons of Brutus"™ (Machlavelll).

"Friends" and "Enemles™ In Inter-state Relatlions

I+ Is only when lInterests, Iideolcgles, values and cultures c¢lash +that
palltics begins. Central to pollitics Is people "getting" one ancther to do

somethling. 1+ 1s relatlonal, has directiveness, and Involves aggregates of
people. The degrees of utoplan ceonstructs can be Judged In proportlon to
+helr promulgators' envisaging the end of "politics" and "ldeology" -~

notlons that profoundly affect Marx!sm, democratlism, and progressivism.
Polltics In 1Its relatlonal context, and sspeclally as I+ structures +the
interactions between states under condltlons of anarchy, Is essentially
shaped by the distinctlon between "friend" and enemy”. Polltical retations
In the harsh, and proud, world of states are characterlsed by the "degree
ot Intensity of an association of dlsassoclation". The concepts of
"friend" and "enemy", as defined by Carl Schmit++, are to be taken "in thelr
concrete, exlistentlal meanings™, and not "as metaphors or symbols". The



distinctlon corresponds In the political realm to the distinctions made In
other, relatively independent spheres such as good and bad In morals,
beautifu! and wugly 1in aesthetlcs, or profitablie and nonprofitable In
economics. The distinction Is "independent, that is to say, not derived
from or traceabie back to one or more of these other antitheses", though
politics as the relational will be affected by them.

Modern gnostic movements are fundamentally apolitical, and are governed by
the compulslion to "depoliticise" the polltlcal, by calling for the "last
war"™ and the "jast Crusade", or, alternatively, for the final cataclysmic
"revolution", +o usher 1in perpetual peace and harmony. Modern (iberalism
seeks to efface the distinctly political from two sides, the economic and
t+he ethical, or, in the reaim of global politics, a ™new Iinfernational
economic order™ and “human rights". In Marxism, revolutlonary action s a
temporary, transient concession to political reallity, which 1s ultimately
+o be transformed, through the materialistic historical process, Into a
global administration of things and a de-polliticised unlversal classless
society, where no-one, according +o +the wutoplan script, will be “in
charge", but where the "Charter of Barbarism™ (Ortega y Gasset) is more
ilkeiy to be brandished by the "Minlster of Truth®”. The gulf separating
the "realm of necessity", that is, of politics, from the "realm of freedom™
(utepla) is bridged by revolutionary tactics, with the "Puygachev with a

university education® (de Malstre) - the fanticlsed, radicailsed
Inteliigentsia, and self-sfyled avant-garde - In charge. But the enemy to
be combatted will no longer be +the Jjustus hostls - +the just opponent
accepted as an equal - but rather the Injustus hostis - the absolute foe -~
to be vangulshed and annihiiated 1in pursuit of a Justa causa as a
"criminal" of "mankind".

Utopias have no foreign policies. One of Aristoties' criticisms of Plato's

ideal states was that +they take no account of foreign affalrs.
Utoplias-in-the-state-of-becoming are compelled, by +the sheer force of
necesslity, *to devise forelgn policies but singulariy fail to formulate

theorlies of forelgn policy. Thelr designers may use the tools of economic
analysls in a modified form so as to understand and come 1o grips with
international relations. They empioy concepts such as "systems analyslis",

"feedback™ and "input"™ and Toutput", or, alternatively, permit thelir
understanding of world action-patterns, as well as their research projects
on brigands and mobs, to be driven by the dlalectics of the Marxist "jaw of
inertla, for +»s change ts natural, that is, requires no special
explanation ...". Not only Is the future course of history predictable,
but MarxlIst historicography is "telecloglical and chiflastic as well".

History is seen as the history of class struggle, of the workings of forces
of production, modes of preduction, and relatlons of production, and,
transposed to the Internaticnal levei, of core "explolters™ and periphery
"axploited". fn Sovlet Marxist~Leninist parlance, the reientiess struggle
ls waged between the "camp of soclallsm" and the "camp of imperlalism”™. In
the more recent radical literature on iInternational politlcs the thrust of
argument 1is encapsulated In "systems of dependency"™, where *the attempted
explanatory mode is cast in terms of structurally unequal economic exchange
relations, evacuated almost totally of essential dliplomatic-strategic modes
of actlons. The "dependency"™ approach Is as vacuous as its Leninlst
progenitor. The former's abllity to explaln internatlonal polltics ftn the
sacond half of +the 20th c¢entury 1Is as l|ame as Lenin's +tfreatlse on
imperiallsm was I[In attempting +o come to grips with late 19th century
coionfalism. As argued succinctly by Tony Smith, "... dependancy thecory
represents an historically concrete attempt of Marxism to absorb southern
nationalism (Third World) into 2 kind of ldeological united front" against
the First Worid.



No-one 1Is compefled fto accept the spiritual, ctiviiisational crislis of our
age as Inescapable fate, no-one Is forced fo Jump on the bandwagon on whiceh
"armed doctrines™ crowd, or filter one's perception of the political world
that surrounds us through the vaculty of sclentistic theories.
Misperception, stimulated by unexamlned assumptions, anly produce
mlsconduct In +the political forum and offen fateful derallments In +ths
Internatlional arena. tn International relatlons, complex problems are
rarely, If ever, solved. Partlal solutions produce new problems. One buys
time and muddles through, generation after generation, by maksshlfts and
temporizing expedients.

THE STATE SYSTEM SINCE 1945

But an atluring promlse was beckonling In 1945. Confllcts could be banlshed
when states convenanted and fashloned the compact myth of world unity. OQur
age started wlth the big bang of Hiroshima, and at least a whimper aof
innocence at Dumbarton Oaks. That the United Nations Charter, projecting
the Image of a wuniversal family, was the product of mlilliennia of
oceldential Juridical and constltutional +rial-and~error ventures, was
certalnly for a fleeting moment, Ilgnored. Only when old socleties and
ancient cuyltures, animated by +thelr own norms and bellef systems,
re-parcel led the global space Into a myrlad of states and a score of new
natlon-states did we begln graduslly to shed off the powsrful, vyet
parochlaltly Occldental, innocent notlon of the "myth of unity"™., But +the
myth has remalned impacted In the operaticnal codes of globally expansive
political forces and movements, flowing from the springs, or lying dormant
In the brackwaters, of Occlidental civitisation. The 1Idea systems, and
accompanyling thought-ways, of "internatlional soclety™ structured by law,
good falth, confract, and the batancing acts, of egalitarianism,
democratism, and of a unlversal classless soclety are not sustalned by the
mental and psycho-cultural structures of the non-Occlidental orbits. As
problems mounted, peoples the world over were growing back Into thelr own
sketetons, filling them out with thelr historically accumulated experlencs
and resourcess. The world, rather than resembling One World, was suddeniy
mirrored 1In a multitude of exoskeletons encliosing different peoples!
elemental and exlstentlal representations.

The United Natlons and International Unlty

With Y"zero-hour-1%45", the United Natlons Charter seemed to clock away at
the Mabsolute" <sovereignty of +the state, and +to phase In "retative®
soverelignty, now entangled and enmeshed In a cobweb of iIndlvidual and human
rights. The lines became suddenly blurred, and the world promised to take
on new contourse. The Idea of a "family of nations" seemed tenable as long
as +the General Assembly was acomposed of representatives whose shared
histerical experlence gave sdme substance +to +the notion of cultural
homogenelity and uniformlty embedded In the stream of Occldental rellglous,
politlicatl, and legal-constitutional value systems. But wlith the influx of
non-0Occlidental peoples Into the International arena, the Idea of "unity",
rooted and anchored 1In value consensus, could ne longer be presumsd +to
reflect political reallity. Uneble to identify with the complex substantive
values, as embodled In the Charter by Its Occldental iegal draftsmen,
non-Western peoples fastensed upon terminoclogicatl and procedural aspects of
the Charter, which, once drained of Its origlinal substance, was flllaed with
another syncretic, but decidedly non-0Occidental, content. And palaver, not

delliberations, ensued. Since conflict and strife are norm~engendering
realltles In most non-Western c¢ultural orbits, +the General Assembly
inevitably generated Into a <combat theatre of +he absurd, and now

langufshes fn a state of banafffy. The wvery fact +that Marxist-Leninist



“regime-movements®™, with their political territorial space converted Iinto
interlocking "revolutionary bases™, had participated in the founding act of
the United Natlons, made sure +that there would never be more than
appearance In world unlty.

Seared by war, the desire, [f not passion, +o banlsh +he spectre of
confllict and the scourge of military confrontatlion exerted a powerfully
suasive Influence over the minds of those statesmen who were "present at

+the creation” fn 1945. The notlion of world untty was powerfully fuelled by
currents that had run for millennia through +he body politic of Occldental
civilisatlion. Pax Rcmana and res publica Christlana had been teft as a

pervasive legacy to the modern European famlily of nations, which, though
fragmented into soverelgn states, was yet bound together in a community of

shared values. Common traditions as expressed in religlon, contract,
Justice, customs, and precepts were reinforced by the mutually fashloned
institutions of International law and diplomacy, to Inftfroduce a balanclng

act into Interstate politics.

Occldental civiiisation has been characterised, ever since +the late Middle
Ages, by TIncreastng falth fIn the efficacy of reason and the sclentlific
method as a means of understanding nature and society, and by the growing
human capaclty +to use varlious technlques in dealing wl+h physical and
soclal problems. These formatlve features were threaded together 1nto the
"dramatic design” of modern Western civitisation. Its "posfitivism" found
expressfon in fts ratiocnalistic, manifipuiative, and perfectionlst
convicticone. v

The Impact of United States ldeolcgy

Since the United States, by 1945 +he primus Inter pares within the Western

community, had been Instrumental 1in structurtng the United Nations and
shaping the Charter, I+ assured thet its own national ldeclogy, or
operatlional code, was woven Into the fabric of the new soclety of natfons.
Starting from the assumption that all preoblems are ultimately soluble, 1+
elongated and transposed tts own natlconal experlence of economic
development, soclal integration and constltutionalism into the world at
large. l+s democratlc, individualistic, and egalltarfan values,

constituting the "American Creed", were perceived as lending themselves
ideally +o universallisation. 'The natlional ideology became ever more moored
Tn two verslons of "positivism", that ts, "common-sense popular
positivism", and "technocratic-ellte-group positivism". Once co-mingled,
or fused, they magnifled and expanded the postulates of 18th century

"enlightenment™ of Immanent c¢hange and progress. "Common sense popular
posfttivism™, with 1ts ocopen, self-reliant, activistic, and eptimlistlic
streak, fostered the bellef In individual fnitiative and group co-operation

in the sotutlon of practlical preblems. The second, and more sophlsticated,
version of "positivism" sustalined the conviction of mastery over nature and
soctety, and found 1+s shallow expression at the begfnning of this century
in American "progressivism™ = In the notfon of man's destiny shifting from
"drift" to "mastery™.

This convictlion "is continuous|y reinforced by Tts own pragmatic
effectivenass, which encourages Utoplan expectations wlth respect +to
further efforts to control and reform society and thereby strengthens the
motivation to undertake +hem" (Th. Gelger).

When the United States was "present at the creatlion™ it began f+s ascent to
superpower status wit+h misperceptions and unrealistic expectations, and tThe
belief that 1¥s own norms and actions could In fact exercise control over
the development of the Third World and 1ts participation In world affalrs.



Western redemptivism animates missionary obilgationse. Other-wordly
redemption becomes transformed into this-wordly redemptlon, through +the
medium of faith In progreass and change. Whenever Ideals and
Instltutionallised reality cleave, “creedal passions" erupt upon the scene.
Torn between thelr ldeals and reallty, Americans vaclllate between refusing
to use the necessary power and using I+ with a gullty consclience. Their
beifef In thelr Creed causes them +to view power ultlmately as

Iilegltimate. An almost childllike Innocence Is least conduclive over +ime
to perform the essentlal role ¢f the Praetorian guard of the Western world.

Foreign policy trenstates Itself Into standards of domestic pofitics,
cperating according to the “rules of reason". LTke thelr 18th century
"philosophes” progenitors, Amerlcans, especlally those Imbued wlith +the
Wilsonlanism of secularised humanism, tend to conslider "the Iintroductlon of
a new and peaceful sra In foreign policy as dependent on a reorganisatlon
ot domestic pollcy. There Is no need Yo be particularly concerned about
the problems of forelgn pollicy; they are only a partlal aspect of the wider
problems of placing domestic atfalrs on a ratlonal baslts", Since
“progressivism™ usually starts froem the supposedly more "ratlonalistic"
assumption that harmony exists, or may eventually be reallsed, power Is
seen as an aberratlon +that can wultimately be elimlnated {from human

relationshlps. The absence of theories of internatlonal refations
constitutes Jn JItsief “the most +yplcal ... +heory of International
relations" on +the part oaof Mpolltical Jldeallism". Since. politics 1is
rationalised as @ "managerlal sclence", poiltical Jdealists have difficulty
In thinking geopolltically, and their verslon of peace has for the most
part been non-strateglic. Pollitical lIdealism, especlally In its more

unreflective guise, has only scapegoats, pre-eminentiy manifested In the
"industrial-military complex".

THE JMPACT OF MARX!SM-LENINISM ON AFRICA

Lapping away at the territorlal state, and spliiling over Into 1+s domestle
domain, has been the ti1dal wave of Marxlism=Leninism. The Marxist-Lenlnist
sense of mission Is eschatoleglcal, messianlic, and utoplan. It postulates
that c¢lass struggle drives +the werld revolutionary oprocess +to fits
consummating act o©of redeeming mankind from soctial antagonisms and
conflict. I+ts theoretliclians Tinsist that soclal class is the underlying
structure, as well as the basic concept, in a global analysis of +that

structure. Since soclal classes, and thelr representatlions In +the shape of
"blocks" and "camps", are locked In Inevitable struggle throughout +the
extended pertod of "imperfect peace", global politics 1s conceptuallszsed as
structural dlsequllibrlum. This model has profound Implications for the
practical realm of political conduct. It views revolutionary advance as
inevitable and, depending on the "correlatlen of forces", as mandatory.
while 1t makes provision for temporary, concli)latory pollcles, It leaves no
room for ultimate compromise. The guardlians of the secular falth, engaged
In "pseudo-loglcal speculations™ and absorbed by "Intra-mundane mystliclsm",
are, In the final analysis, left only with revolutionary praxls and tactics
to revitalise, in the realm of necessity, the eschatologlcal experience.
Thils mode of operation systematically compels I+s advocates +to disrupt
exlsting socletles In the hope of creating dlserder and chaos so that +the
minority of the "elect™ can rlse to victory. Infernational relatlons
pre-suppose the harfizontal diviston of mankInd Inte states/nation-states.
Marxlist thought, on the other hand, posutulates vertical conflict between
classes, ultimately fo be resolved through the absolute unlty of mankind.
In terms of international politics, the Marxlst-Leninist mode! Is Informed
by the notlon of an lImperTum mundl in statu nascendi (a world-emplire-in-
the~state-of-makling) where states, or organised entlitles and instltutions




tn general, are seen as de jure parts of It, though may temporarily and de
facto be outside iIts expanding orbit.

Africa : Myth and Reality

When Africa was launched on the trajectory +o itndependence, the i1deological
alites of sub-Saharan Africe created +their own distinctive myth of a
primordial state of nature and Innocence, from which thelr peoples had been
eJected by the intrusion of +the European. They portrayed the +tribal
soclety as an earthly paradise where the M"noble savage" of Rousseau roamed
free to enjoy uncerrupted nature. They painted a plcture of confiictless
inter-human relations, animated by a soclalist "attitude of mind"™, perhaps
aven shaped or moulded by socclallst Institutiaons. Afrlica, the abode In
which stateless socleties, statelets, emplres, proto- and semi-states,
age-groups, c¢lans, tribes, and kinship groups dwelt, was ldeallised without
recognition of what anthrepologlical records suggested about +traditional
African political reality. The African world was, In this view, cast in
tferms of tfradltlonal soclallsm, egalitarlanism, and featured an extensive
network of soclial obligations. African ideciogists tyriclised, and continue
to fantasise, about +the Afrlcan qua African as "Mnaturally soclallst,
naturally democratic, naturally co-operative®. What are for other
socletles postutated as goals are, "by ... African natural law, postulated
not only as goals, but as a natura! Inheritance". By emphatically refuslng
to allow the fndigencus identity to be cast as a mirror Image -of a Eurcpean
ocne, mired In corruption, Inequality, exploitaticen, and enervated and
grafting individuallism, African "myth-makers" fashlonad a self-image which
reflected only the anti-Westernism of Its creators, framed 1in Western
shibboleths. The Infelligentsia's quest for Ilidentity generated In Its
4rain a near-pathological distortion of sub-Saharan Africa's anclient
cultures What was expunged from the African historical record, but is so
vital to our understanding of African state conduct In the contemporary
era, was the indlisputable fact *ha¥ confliicty and war were endemic *to +the
Afrlcan continent.

Modern, highiy politicised Africa has defined Itself agalnst something
rather +than captured +the ancient culture’'s essential meaning through
salf~understanding and self-intferpretation. It is suspended betwsen an
tdealised state of nature and vitriolic, envious resentment, bridged by
political concepts and Institutlons that, horrlbile dictu, can ultlimately
be traced back to bedevilled Europe. The territorial, soverelgn state,
fundamentaliy allen to traditional Africa, remained as & legacy of the
Congress of Berliln. Without European rule, "there wmight have been no
Afrlcan npafionalizm",. Afrilcan natlionallsm thas been deflned as an
"inevitable end product of the Impact of Western imperiallsm and modernlty
upon African socletiesm. While +fraditional Africa singularty tacked in
continent-spanning political institutions and norms, Pan-African!sm, too,
has 1ts roots In the Occldental World and its guiding splrits in Du Bols
and Garvey. African soclalism, rather than belng homegrown, can trace 1ts

ideologlical 1lneage +o the soclalist "tree of {lfe" of I1+s European
ancestors, and Mazrul afflrms that "all schools of soclalism among Afrlican
leaders foday owe something to Marx ««.". The re-Europanisation of Africa,
through the medium of Western "throwback™ Ildeolcgies, was, I1f not
fore-ordalned, then at least to be expscted. Since "so few features of
traditional African socliety are refevant o  modern expectations,

institutions and techniques, the Imported Western cancepts and activities
are likely to play a significantly iarger role In t+he eventual new dramatic
designs of African cultures than In those of Asla".

Received African ldeologles, rangling from Kaunda's vapourings about African
huymanism +o the "armed doctrines" (Burke) of Marxism-Leninism sefzed upon



by the Red Uncle Toms, are based on the economlcs and polltles of
resentment, and of soclallsm as rationalised envy. The policltes they
inform, and proposals they advance, are not primarily Yo alleviate +the
misery of ordinary Afrilcans but rather to take revenge on the Occidental
World. Thelr intent may best be captured by the mood that drives Mazruits
vision of the future; "the decllne of Western clvillsatlion might well be at
hand. it Is the Interest of humanity that such decline should take place

The appeal of totalltarian soclalist i1deologles iles In thelr singular and
unrivafled antli-Westernism. They exert a speclal magnetic pull on the
ln*elligehfsla that powers radlcal reglmes. It 1s altenated from Its own
culture, and norm and peflef systems, and cannot fully enter the Western
mental unlverse. As a consequence of having no place to stand, I+ +ends to

latch onte the most radical tdeoclogles as revelation. I+s +ribulations
paralie!l the course that Oswald Spengler's hlghly pertinent concept of
"historlcal pseude-morphosis"™ has charted. Imltation Is always poisoned by

Jealousy and hatred and "instead of rearlng Itselif up on I*s own creative
power, 1t can only hate the distant power with a hate that grows to be
monstrous". :

If +his synoptic view captures only part of contemporary radlcalised
‘African polltical reaiity, +he Imptications, +though *roubling, If not
frightening, are worth pondering. The radical &lfites' ralsen d'8tre may bhe
sustalnable only through the daily pleblscite of vengefully casting votes

agalnst the Western world. Thelr own fineptituds 1In +tacklling pressing
soclal and politlcal problems 1likely +o mount, may rnecessitate keeplng
alive the monstrous Imaginary enemy [n the shape of Western. exploitative
nec-colonialisme [f the ultimate battles, as Mazru] contends, will have to

be fought in the "streets of Birmingham, ghettos of Detroit, harbours of
Marsellles and the motels of the rest of the Western world «..", then, for
the meantlime, South Africa, as a manlfestation of Western theocloglical sin,
wll!l continue to serve as a lightning conductor to defiect from +he West as
a2 whole radilcallsed African frustrations vented vengefully agalnst +the

totatity of the Occldental world.

THE LOSS OF [INNOCENCE

South Africa, wlth TI+s "Iltt|le cosmions™, has gone +through bouts of
Innocent bellefs. The Afrikaner dreamt of a "New Jerusalem"™ +to insulate

himseif from +he corrupt and degenerate 0Old World. Engllshmen saw
themselves as miss! dominlci of an Emplire on which the sun would never
set. The Black ethnic groups 1lved self-contatned withln +their "closed"
predicament. The securlty umbrelfla of +the Emplre promlisaed to provide

shelter from the turbulences that were gushing through the world. These
innocent vislons were shattered agaln once war engulfed the worid, but the
tenaclity of finnocence stubborniy prevailied. Jan Smuts, the archltect of
"hotlsm", made o last, desperate, and ultimately futlile, attempt +o
recapture a sense of Iinnocence by envisaging the governance of mankind so
that "nothling would be left te chance or the caprice of Individual states
or groups". Probleéms were to be resolved through the steering mechanism of
the "trinity". An enlarged Commonwealth, drawlng inte 1+s orblt +the
Scandfnavian kingdoms and the natlons of western and southern Europe,
tegether with +the United States and the Soviet Unton, would form +the
"trinftty" at the head of the United MNations. Through thelr concerted
efforts, the "rule of law" was expected "to come to cover the whole
worid". By a dlatectlcal process, the greatest and most devastatling war
wouyld become "the prelude to the greatest peace".
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I+ 1s the plnnacle of irony that at the moment of reallsling +the epitome of
"hollsm", as Instltutionrallised. In the United Natlions Organisation (UNOD},
the dawn of dislituslonment broke. As Phoiism" disintegrated 1Into
separateness of a multitude of rivalling and vvyelng soverelign states In the
external realm, [+ collapsed concurrently when separateness asserted itself
In the interna!l! arena. South Africa's sense of lnnocence is evaporating as
Tt progressively plts itself against the "myth of world unity" enshrined in
the Charter of the United Natlicns. And In the process of shedding I+s

innocent beliefs, 1t defines Itself as a soverelgn state, and +this
meandering course of sealf-definltlion wlll inevitably be accompanied by
politico~strateglc contentions with the Republic's conventiona! opponents
as well as 1ts absolute enemles. In thls venture, 1+ 1Is repeating the

historical experlence of the modern Eurcpean states whose physlognomy was
largely determined by the continuous Interplay between Internal adjustments
and external strategic challenges.

Once statehood and sovereignty are collapsed Into economlcs and/or
socliology, internaltonal pollfics 1is denuded - of Its essentlal and
exlstentlal meaning. The Imperlal aggrandf{zement of these dlsclpliines,
cloaked In thelr behaviouristic, sclentistic garb, have threatened to push
students of International relaltlions in to a comatose condition. But in
thelr emplre-bultiding ventures, economlcs and soclology Thave been
powarfully asslsted by the appeasing Carthaglinian mentality of self-reputed
" theorlsts of Internationai relations. Soverelgnty and statehood denote not
only the exlistence of differences but aisoc emphasise +the separateness of
states. The modern state system 1ls defined by "the princliples on the basls
of which *+he constituent wunits. are séparated from ona another". And
soverelfgnty, In I+ts proper modern usage, signiflies "a form of legitimation
that pertalns to a system of reiatlons...". These statal unlts live with a
permanent securlty dilemma.

The concepts of Internal and external soverelgnty express a profound
ethical and moral substantive meaning. Internally, soverelgnty was
fashioned to neutrallse, and supersede, destructlive religlous, ideological
clvil wars +that +hreatened socletles wlth annihilation. Externally, by
legitimising systems of relatlons through the humanising concepts of Justus
hostls and aequalitas (equallty among states portrayed as magnl homines
thus endowing +them with moral worthy, soverelignty was meant to
de~criminalise Inter-state relations, and to put a brake on +the brutalising
forces of Ildeologles run amock. ldeclogles were to be arrested at the
state boundary, not to splil over, and *thus enguif, the body poiltlc of a
separate state. Soverelignty was to erect a barrler agafnst Justification
of war by reference to the Internal polltlics of another state.

Thls profoundly humanistic principle, clothed In the Jurldical language of
Article 2,7 of +the Charter of +he Unlited HNatlions, has been eroded by
clrcumstances. I+ was challenged by the evil that found It+s de~humanising
expression In Natlonal-Soclallism, with Its vertlcal war among races. It
finds Its most barbarous confempordry expression 1n Marx!ism-Lenlinism, with
Its vertical confllict and war among classes. In each instance, the
essential and exlst¥ential meanling of human politlcs was either liquidated,
or Is belng [lquidated, by the "great simplifiers". *"Home homlinl homo est"
(man +freating man as man) Is translated into the deadly "homo hominl lupus

est" (man treating man as wolf).

Bltack Africa's re-~definition of the concept of sovereignty Intoc "racial
soverelgnty® completes the trinity af "daemonlic human mendacity®
{Voegelin). The M"plgmentalisation"” of external soverelgnty erases the
barrler, always fraglie under the best of c¢lrcumstances, that separates
justus hostis and lnjustus hostis. I+ threatens to plunge the clashing
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forces 1Into a war of annihilatlion, for South Africa s _ unilaterally

indlcted as a "criminal”™, and, thus, =as +the absolute foa. The
re~criminallisation of Inter-state re{ations s couched In legal
phraseology. Articie 111, <clause 6, of +the O©OAU Charter explicitiy

Justifles wars of aggresslon and armed struggle, agalnst "whlte reglimes®,
something against which the colour-blind Article 2,4 of the UNC Charter
strongly Inveighs. The chasm separating these constltutlonal documents s
bridged by the concept of "raclal sovereignty", and thus hlghllghts the
distance that Afrlican "pigmentational™ International law has travelled from
tradl+ional international law devold of raclal connotatlons. By making
"pigmentation® the defining c¢riterion of external sovereignty, t+he concept
Is *ransformed Into the reveolutlionlsing version of sub=-S5aharan Afrlcan
“continental raclial" soverelgnty, or, as expressed in t+he words of Mazrul :
"sometimes the unlt of exclustveness 1s not strlictly a contlnent but a race
+ee™s Built into this concept 1s a highly exploslve mass, which may well,
once Tgnited, consume Afrlca +through an uninterrupted serles n
International continental clivlil wars. Military Intervention by one black
state against another becomes, In llne with "“racla! soverelgnty", a
domestic affalr withln *the larger framework of an Imaglnary sub-Saharan
black African states The traditional concept of soverelgnty was devlised to
perform the slingularly Important function of hedgling against the Hobbeslan
conditien of Inter-state "anarchy", slldlng Intoc actual war and aimost
perpetual chaos.

lrontcally, Africa's radicallised soclallst ruling &lltes seem to exhibit a
compulsively fateful attractlon to exactly those European ldecloglfes that
wrought destructlon on +the old order, and seem at t+he very same time
repelled by exactly those European norms and values that hold at leasT the
potential for amelloratling lIntergroup end Interstate confllct situations.
Afro-Socliallsm, and even more so Its bastardlsed versicn In the shape of
Afro=-Communlism, long ago entered Inte a symbliotle communlon wlth
paradigmatic Fasclsm and core features of Natlonal-Soclallsm, to produce
Afrlcan Marxo-Fascism, whlich, in +his volatlle mixture, probably represents
the most extreme manlfestatlon of antl-Westernlism vyet articulated by
African "soclallist" &[ltes.

Marxlsm, redtflined as an Idea-and actlon-system by Lenln and Stalln,
converges wlth paradigmatlc Fasclsm on ‘the .ldeology of develcpmental
dictatorship, monolft+hic slingle-party rule, mass mobillisation movement,
expropriation of the means of production and communication, antl-capitalism
and anti-Imperialism, and bureaucratic¢ class dominatlon. While nationalism
powers and propels the Fasclst developmental dictatorshlp, and fuses the
dlsparate soclal elements Into one-ness, 1n the Marxist-Lenlnlst scheme of
things It Is employed as a vlitally Important Instrument, with the sole

objective of dlisrupting and revolutionising multi-ethnic socleties. In
NatTonal=-S5cclalism and Fascism, It perfarms an essentlally
strategic-centripedal rols; In Marxlsm~Lenlnlsm, 1+ functions as a

tactical-centrifugal force +o speed up the disintegration of target
socletlies.

In all 1instances, party, movement, and cause transcend the state, which
primarlly serves as a terrlitorlal base for the revolutionary avant-garde,
enabling It *to externalise +the <class/race struggle by pitting the
"proletarlan natlonsg™ against the “"plutocracy" (Mussolini and Hitler), the

"camp of soclalism" against +the “"camp  of Imperiallsm® {(Marxlsm-
Lenfnlism=-Stalinlsm), and the "proletarlan African continent" against +the
"axploltative neo-coloniallsm/imperlalism™ of +the West. African-Marxo-

Fascism, and the more radlcal versions of Pan-Africanlism, most strongly
resemble the Pan-Europeanlism of Fasclsm and National~-Sociallsm.



- 12~

As Gregor contends; "Pan-Africanism harbours all the paradoxes and complex-
I+y of Fasclist ethnarchic imperilallism, Pan-Europeanism™.

African Marxo-Fasclsm's affinity with Fasclism and Natlonal-Soclallsm would
suggest that the 'potential for a virutent form of raclesm, simple

oppression and milltary adventure ... cannot be lightly dismissed".

Totalitarian orders are sustalned by conflict. The Imaginary absolute foe

provides thelir sustenance. They are "governments of war' end destablillsa-
tione. A close retation exists between a state's domesfic Institutions and
fts forelgn policy. When power ‘is selzed by means of violence and

maintained by the TInstruments of force after its conquest, the ruling
él1tes cannot easily <conform to a pattern of +rust and peaceful
relationships in their deallings with foreign countries. '

South Africa finally lost 1ts fanocence when i+ re-encountered Europe In
the baseness of Its destructive 20th century 1declogles, whlich have seized
+he Imagiratfon of +the ruling bursaucratic &lites of +he Republlc's
neighbours, and determine their operational codes. Houphouet=-Bolgrny,
immersed in the French tradition of statehood, prescientiy observed more
than ten years ago that apartheid should constitute a secondary problem in
the schedule of African priorftlies. South Africa's Internal problem was
over-shadowed by the threat of Soviet Communism looming on the horfzon.
Mititary confiict betwesn +he Republlic and Black Africa would provide 'a
new opportunity to Communtsm o Intervene with the wel {-knoun
consequences™. In Scuth Africa, with 1ts "military and industrial power™,
he saw *the continent's TMbest bulwark"™ agalnst Communlist aggression.
Dlalogue wlth Scuth Africa offered the only alternative to protracted war
and murderous Communis+t intruston Tnto the affairs of the Africans.

Black Africa will lose its Innocence at the moment [+ decldes to break out
of the viclous clrcle of the "prohiblition of gquestioning”, and leap beyond
the stereotype answer : South Africa, the absolute foe.

Unti! Africa shifts dramatlically from the "closed predicament" +o the "open
pradicament", we have to sustain our sanity by Ilving with Blsmarck's
memorabtlte injunctlion :

‘"By himself the individual can create nothing; he can only
walt unt!l he hears God's footsteps resounding +through
events and then spring forward Yo grasp the hem ‘of his
mantie - that is ali™.

tf man can do I(1ttie, it 1s at least hls moral duty to accomplish what he

Céne
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