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1. INTROCDUCTION

This is the fifth in a series of biennial surveys of whits South
African opinion on foreign and some domastic issues.
Commissioned by the South aAafrican Institute of International
affairs {2alra), the fTilrst survey was conducted in 1982, All
five surveyg have been undertaken for the SAIIA by Market and
Opinion Surveys (Pty) Limited (# & M) of Durbanville, Cape. It
is the only series of its kind in South Africa that measures the
opinion of white South aAfricans primarily on foreign palicy
issues. The major reasons for the restriction to whites are
financial constraints, the more central role played by whites in
the formulation of foreign policy, and the difficulty in
obtaining & nationally representative black sample. In our fifth
survey, we are able to confirm both the constants and shifts in
ppinion.

This survey was congucted 1in January 1990 in a c¢ontext of a
national State of Emergency, -ongoing internecine violence
(especially in Natal) as well as the normalisation of politics
by the ruling HNativnal Party. The survey was undertaken before
the impartant 2 February 1990 Opening of Parliament speech by
President F.W. de Klerk, and also preceded the unbanning of the
Aafrican National Congress (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Congress
{PAC) as wWell as the release of HNelson Mandela. It was
undertaken, however, 1in a context of change and followed the
earlier release of Walter Sisulu and seven othar political
prisoners as well as the remarkable phenomenon of mass protest
marches and a cautious opening up of tha South African
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) in its reporting on domestic and
international events.



2. SURVEY METHODS

As in our previous surveys, this one used self-completion
questionnaires sent to members of M & M's nationally
representative white consumer panel of 2000 households in
January 1990, The questionnaires were sent out on 19 January
1990 and at the time of computerization of the survey data just
over 80% of the guestionnaires were completed and returned. in
tabulating the results, the sample was weighted to adjust for
small imbalances 1in its composition according to certain key
variables such as home language, sex, age and region. The total
size of the weighted sample was 1602.

The questionpaire (appended to the back of this publication)
consisted of & number of statements and respondents were asked
to indicate to what extent they “agree' or 'disagres’ with each
statement on a four-point verbal scale ranging from ’definitely
agree’ to 'detinitely disagree'.

To facilitate comparison batween statements and between
different clusters of respondents on a particular statement, an
AGREEMENT INDEX was devised by weighting the response options as
follows:

Weight
Definitely agree 10.0
Inclined to agree 7.5
Inclined to disagree z.5
Definitely disagree 0.0

The January 1990 sample was stratified according to standard
population characteristics as follows:

TOTAL NUMBER PERCENTAGE (%)
N = 1602 100
LANGUAGE
Afrikaans 266 60.029
English 636 39.70
SEX
Male 780 48.68
Famals 822 51.31

Takle continued on naxt page.



Table continued:

TOTAL , NUMBER PERCENTAGE (%)
N = 1602 100
AGE
16-24 299 18.66
25-34 370 23.09
35-49 470 29,33
50+ 463 28.90

HOUSEHOLD INCOME_(per month)

A R3I500 and above " 435 . 27.15
B: R2000 - R3500 679 42,38
C & D: R 900 - R2000 488 30,46
GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD
Cape Province 442 27.59
Transvaal 846& 52.80
Orange Free State : 121 7.55
Natal 193 12.04

Concerning the questionnaire, eighteen questions from the four
previous surveys (1982, 1984, 1986, '1988) were retained (see
Annaxure). Four new duestions were introduced to make the
guestionpaire as topical as possible without affecting overall
length. Two previous guestions were formulated differently so as
to take account of changes since the previous 1988 survey.
Consegquently, the order of tha statements was changed.

As iIn the 1985 and 1988 surveys, guestions and statements
directed at measuring respondents’ knowledge of foreign affairs
were replaced by guestions and statements on topical foreign
policy issues such as sanctions against South Africa and Soviet
involvement. in the region. .

In line with the earlier pattern, this survey alsg included a
number of statements/questions on contentious domestic political
issues. As with the earlier surveys, we are not interested
primarily in the responses to domestic issues per se; rather,
thae objective is to find statistically meaningful correlations
between opinions on domestic and foreian policy issues - a
consideration of special relevance in South Africa, where the
two are closely interlinked, perhaps more =0 than in most
countries.



To enable

a more systematic analysis of the data, the various

questions/statements are grouped together under four not
necessarily self-contained headings:

domestic and regional security issues
regional peolitical and economic issues .
international political and economic issues
domestic socio-political issues.



3. DOMESTIC AND REGIONAL SECURITY: A PERENNIAL QUESTION

In line with esarlier surveys, this survey contained a selection
of gquestions/statements designed to gauge respondents’ opinions
on both current and future security developments in the country
and in thea region. These are of special importance because of
the fact that aspescts of a national state of emsrgency,
proclaimed in June 1986, are still in place. More generally,
South Africa’s domestic as well as its regional and foreign
pelicy bhas shown a perennial - at times almost primordial -
concern with security.! Given the unrepresentative nature of
the present system of government, this is understandable - at
least from a white minority perspective.

Under this rubric, the following questions/statements were
included: )

3.1 Endgame in South Africa - Not that secure after all?

The respondents’® belief in the capacity of the South
african Police Force (SAP) and Dafence Force (SADF)to
control internal unrest ’indefinitely® has declined
significantly in comparison with the 1986 and 1988
survays. In the 1988 survey 73.4% of the respondants
*definitely agreed" with the statement, while 26.0%
'definitely disagreed' with it. In tha 1986 survey,
&7.8% "definitely agread®, while 31.2% 'definitely
disagreed®.

In this survey, only 40.1% of respondents’ “definitely
agreed' with the statement [36.6% indicated that they
were *inclined to agree‘'}, with 17.2% ’inclined to
disagres® - while &% ’'definitely disagreed".

in tarms of language stratification - an important
variable in white politics in South Africa -
afrikaans-speakers registered highar ‘definite® and
*inclined"® agraement than their English-speaking
counterparts. The following table shows their respective
responses:

Language 'Definite agreement” 'Inclined to agree'

Afrikaans 52.3% 34.1%

English 21.5% 40.4%

This trend 1is consistent with that found in our 1986 and
1988 sSUrveys, and has remained remarkably stable.
Afrikaans-speaking respondents seem to be more confident
on security related issues than their English-speaking
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counterparts. At the very least, they seem to have more
trust in the capacity of the State to control. The
different age cateqories registered consistently high
*agreement® with the statemsnt when the responses of
those that *definitely agree® and those  that are
*inclined to agres' ara pooled. This tendency was also
reflected in our 1988 and 1984 surveys, as the following
table indicates:

(%) pgreement

fge: 16-24 25-34 35-49

20t
1990: Bl.& 59.5 76.8 78.8
1988: &8.1 £9.0 75.5 78.1
1986: é8.0 . 64.4 : 68.1 70.8

In the 1990 survey the 16-24 year o0ld category
registered tha highest 'agreement (Bl.6%) ever. Perhaps a
function of militarization as well as the manner in which
the conflict is *officially® narrated.

In terms of geographic stratification, respondents in
the Qrange Free State and Transvaal, registered higher
*definite agreemehnt” with the statement than their
counterparts in the Cape and Natal. Statistically, there
was little difference on the overall agreement index,
however as shown below:

(%) Agreement Province
Cape Ivl QFs Natal
Definitely agree 35.1 44.1 44.6 31.1
Inclined to agree 41.9 33.5 x7.2 37.3

This pattern of response was consistent with that of the
1986 and 1988 surveys. Socio-economic stratification
reaffirmed a similar pattern of respunse: '

(%) "definite agresment”

35.9 44.9 37.1




A statement related to the abaove asserted that 'The State
of Emergency Regulations will stop the spread of ANC
influence among Black South Africans'. Included in the
1988 survey, it served a useful control function in this
survey and accordingly warrants analysis.

Responses to this statement illustrate some of the
anxieties and ambiguities that characterise white threat
perceptions. | In marked contrast to the previous
statement, only B8.2% male and 7.5% female respondents
*definitely agree" with the statement. . Language
stratification was equally revealing, only 10.8% of
Afrikaans-speaking respondents and 2.5% of
English-spesaking respondents registered ‘definite
agreement” .

The level of overall agreement with the statement,
however, declined when compared to the responses in the
1988 survey.

The following table contrasts these:

(%) Aargement ['Definite' & ’"Inclined®]

Afrikaans 35.6 49.5
English 17.7 30.6

Age stratification confirmed this trend. The 16-24 year
old category being tha sole exception.

(%) Agreement (Composite)

Household Incame: A 8 o] D
1990 22.3 28.1 34.4 (C & D)
1988 Z1.4  40.7 48.1 41.0

Geographic stratification mirrored a similar pattern
with respondents from the Orange Free State showing
strangest overall ‘agreement®' (37.2%) - down from 49.5%
agreement in 1988 - and respondents in ths Cape
registered the lowest overall agreement, 20.6% (40.4% in
1988).

An  analysis of reasponses to this statement suyggests that:
First, the ambiguity of the word "influence' compoundad
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the statement. ’Influence® is at best an ambiguous
concept in peolitical 1life. Secondly, although overall
agreement declined when compared to the intensity of
agreement in the 1988 survey, language remains a useful
and important variable affecting white ' political
attitudes. Thirdly, the ANC is perceived by many {(and
also black "South Africans) as a movement that wields
considerable symbolic power and anjoys a certain
international legitimacy. 2 Fourthly, ths evants
following the earlisr release of ANC leadsr Govan Mbeki,
as well as  that of Walter Sisulu and seven other
political detainees and the popular mass marches and
popular black reaction to this, reaffirmed white
perceptions that the ANC is a force to be reckoned with.
Fifthly, ongoing violence in Natal and elsewhere played a
role-3 Finally, in a context of political uncertainty
and change, it seems natural for white South Africans to
axpress some level of anxiety over the future.

The icons of the Cold War die slowly: Onslaught less
‘total?

Anti-communism was and still fFupctions as one of ths
regime’s most effective icons of the 'cold war®, both in
domestic and regional policy, designed to discredit
'enemies® and legitimise the use of coercive state power
The manipulation of this threat perception, ably assisted
by the state-controlled media, has acquired a symbolic
status out of all proportion to the realities of Soviet
involvement in the region.

In response to the statement: ’*The communist threat
against South Africa is exaggerated by the Government', a
predictable and remarkably stable response was recorded.
This pattern was maintained among the subgroups
represented in the sample, with some divergence coming
from the two main language daroups.

Since the 1984 survey, male and female respondents showed
a marked consistency in agreeing with the statement.

Male ~ Femalg Average
31.8 19.%9 25.85
24.6 16.6 20.6
Zl.4 14.9 18.2

23.2 14,4 8.8




consistent with other statements on national and regional
security, English-speakers (as indicated in the table)
wera less inclined to disagree with the statesment.
Nonetheless, they also =eem to take the ‘’communist
threat' against South Africa - and the government’s
portrayal thereof - seriously.

(%) aarsement

Language: Afrikaans Enalish
1990: 15.4 41.2
1988: 10.8 - 34.5
1986: 12.6 25.3
1984: 11.1 29.0

Responses to this statement expressed by age

stratification also indicate the majority of whites are
'captives' of the government's anti-communist propaganda.

(%) Aareement

Age 16224 23-34 35-42 50+
1990: 21.7 23.5 3i.0 24.4
1988: 18.5 24.2 20.5 19.4
1986: 19,2 17.7 20.2 16.0
1984 : 2.8 16.0 22.2 18.0

Expressed in terms of socio-economic indicators, the
majority of respondents disagread with the statement,
implying that the manner in which the government and
state-controlled media articulate tha communist threat is
widely accepted.

Household Income: a B v} D
1990: 31.1 24.7 22.2 [C & D)
1388: 21.2 23.0 1%5.5 15.8

H 22.7 20.4 14.6 14.7
42_.0 20.1 18.4 l4. &

21.7 14.8 19.0 15.4
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If anything, respondents in the &, ¢ & D income
categories, seem to accept the government’s version of
the communist threat more readily than befors. Perhapg a
case Of SABC TV rules - at least for some respondents in
the A income category, there is the possibility of access
to alternpative spurces of information.

an interesting wvariation in geographic attitudes is
that respondents in the Orangs Free State showed the
lowast pearcentage agreemant with this statement (1990:
21.5%; 1988: 8.3%; 1986: 12.9%; 1984: 16.2%). No
statistically significant variations were recorded in the
other three provinces. This reaffirmed our findings in
earlier surveys.

Responsas to this statement suggest that the government’s
simplistic anti-Soviet propaganda works for the majority
of whites. Paragoxically, the ‘WHAM strategy'? of the
govarnment did not win “hearts and minds® among white
South Africans, -nor was it intended to achieve that.
Howaver, these persistently hostila white attitudses
towards the Soviet Union and the region may become a real
problem for the government in its attempts to deal with
the region more realistically.

The bawks still f1ly - but not quite as high

South Africa, 1in recent years has followad an aggressive
and assartive regiaonal strategy. variously termed
*destabilisation® or ’coercive incorporation'.® Until
recently, Pretoria has applied both military and economic
pressure against suspected ’terrorists® - whether SWAPO
or the ANC - and .their hosts in neighbouring states.

ALl fFive surveys have produced consistently high positive
responses to the following statement: ‘*South africa
should militarily attack terrorist/guerrilla. pases in its

neighbouring states.' In 1982, 81.1% of respondents
agreed. The 1984 a&and 1986 surveys returnsed an almost
identical figure = 81.6%. Mot surprising in view of the

fact that the politics of “destabilisation® reached its
apogea in this period and South Africa  experignced
wide-spread black risings in the townships. Tha 1988
survey had 63.0% agreement, with 32.4% in disagreement.
In this survey, 58.7% agreed, with 41.3% in disagreement.

In contrast to the previous suyrveys, the intensity of
agreament has changed. In 1982 and 1984, &0% of those
supporting the statement expressed 'definite® agreement.
This dropped to 43.7% 1in 1986, *Further declined to
27.9% 1in the 1988 survey, and went sven lower in this
survey to 23.9%., The latter is a potentially important
shift, for 1t might signal a change in whita opinions cn
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the region. Nonetheless, a far more meaningful and
sustained pattern is that not one of the subgroups based
on sex, language, age or province returned a level of
agreement of over 50% in this survey. Previously these
gubgroups returned levels of agreement of 60% and above
in our four previous surveys. '

Consistent with the findings of the 1988 survey,
variation in the extent of agreement is most pronounced
between Afrikaans- and English-speakers (68% and 44.5%
respectively. Comparable findings im the 1988 survey,
ware: B86.2% and 72.2%.)

Tha date suggests that the state-controlled media’s
articulation of the security threat emanating from the
region and the role of the former in reinforcing a
particular view =~ although taken less seriously than
pefore -~ has a bearing on the opinions of many white
South Africans. Hopefully, white South Africans may begin
to soften their stance on the region, with the prospect
of more informed opinion on South Africa’s neighbours.

The dangerous world across the Limpopo - but 1less
anxiety than before

Opinions in response to the statement: 'The Government of
Mr. RoObert Mugabe in Zimbabwe constitutes a threat to
South Africa’s safety® have been maintained since the
1982 survey. On this 1igsue, white South Africans have
not returned to their wesarlier high 1level of threat
perception. This tendency confirmed, and was consistent
with, responses to other statements on regional security.
The intriguing dquestion is whether white South Africans
project domestic anxiety on to the region, or whether
developments in the region fuel levels of anxiety?

The following table shows the number of respondents who
agreed with the above statement. The figures in brackets
indicate the proportion expressing *definite® agreement.

(%) Agresment

1390 1228 1286 1284 1982
57.3 73.8 70.9 62.7 70.5
(15.4) 18.9 (23.4) (14.9) (22.7)

Consistent with the findings of the 1983 survey, certain
subgroups registered higher levels of agreement with this
statement. These were: the middle-income groups C/D
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(1990: 64.5%; 1988: 76.4%); females (1990: 63.4%; 1988:
76.9%); and Afrikaans-speakers (1990: 65.4%; 1988:
80.0%). Significantly, the level of agresment - even
amongst these subgroups - has registered a statistically
meaningful decline of betwsen 13.5% - 14.8%.

A further significant shift was registered in the
opinions of the 16-24 year old age group. In this
survey 55.2% of this subgroup agreed with Lthe statement,
as opposed to 82.8% in 1988 and 74.5% in 1986. Perhaps
members of this age group are politically more aware of
the fact that Zimbabwe poses less of a threat to South
Africa, especially now that the political process within
South Africa is being normalised.

Post-Nkomati - trust still a missing ingredient

In response to the statement: 'Mozambique can be trusted
to carry out the terms of the dNkomati Non-Agression
Treaty with South Africa®, fewer respondents than in

our previous surveys reacted negatively.

The following table lists thesa:

(%) Disagreement

1990 1988 1984 1984
Sex : Male 57.5 74.5 61.2 60.7
Female 73.9 24.4 77.8 72.9
Language: Afr. 72.3 B3.6 74.2 2.1
Eng 56.4 73.5 63.0 59.6
age 16-24 60.8 724 70.4 65.0
25-34 71.4 B8Q.7 72.1 70.4
35-49 85.6 8z2.8 59.1 -——
S50+ 65.5 80.8 66.3 -

Overall level of agreement with the statement was 32.8%
close to that recorded in our 1986 survey (30.6%), but
significantly higher than that of 17.7% in our 1988
survey.

These responses - although statistically significant -~
still confirm a trend evident in all our previous
surveys, and show an erosion of trust among the majority
of whites 1in either the ability or willingness of the
Mozambican government to carry out the terms of the
Nkomati Accord. A& similar patitern emergss when the sample
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is stratified in terms of province -~ oconfirming the
findings in our earlier surveys. ‘

(%) Agreement

provinge
cape Tvl QFs Hatal
1990: 30.6 33.2 Z1.5 37.3

These Tindings seem to confirm a tendency for white South
africans to project their anxiety on to the region. It
also seems likely that sheer ignorance of the region as
well as the role played by state-controlled media, play
their part in shaping white opinion. Whatever the precise
explanation, the relationship between South Africa and
the region has a pathological dimansion to it. 6

No more money for Pretoria’s Praetorians®

In view of white South Africans’ pronounced perceptions
of threat, we agaln thought 1t appropriate to find out
whether they balieved thes SADF had sufficient financial
resources to protect South Africa’s security. Overall
response to the statement:; "Tha government does not yet
spend enough money on defence’ is as follows:

1990 1988 1986 1984 1982
Agree 21.2 27.7 33.0 38.4 41.6
Disagree 77.7 70.7 63.1 59.2 54,0

The figures show a steady drop in the number of people
who regard defence expenditure as too low; in 1990, less
than one-third of the respondents took this view. The
converse ig also true,

Consistent with ocur earlier findings, this survey did
reveal some important differences of opinion among the
various subgroups. In the latest survey, 88.1% of
English-speakars disagresd with the statement (80.9% in
1988, 75% in 1986) against 71% of Afrikaans-speakers
(63.6% in 1988, 53.8% in 1986)

The term ‘praetorian® is borrowed from the Roman guard
that made and unmade emperors
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The disagreement of the  different 'age groups  was as
follows: .

(%) Disaareement

Ags 19399 1988 1386 1284
L&-24 8l.0 77.2 70.2 2.8
25-34 82.4 72.9 65.3 &l1.9
35-49 74.9 £8.8 "65.5 €5.9

75.1 66.1 53.8 56.3

50+

Congistent with the pattern, first discernible in our
1988 survey, the different income groups again showed an
overall 39.2% shift since 1988. This variation is largely
the vresult of a real decline in white living standards
and income. Perhaps the return of a semblance of
stability 1in South Africa - with the notable exception of
Natal =~ also played soma part. Interestingly enough,
respondents in Natal registered a high 82.9%
dizsagreement with the statement - higher thanh the 80.8%
of those in the Cape Province or the 76.1% in the
Transvaal. True to earlier patterns, respondents in the
Orange Free State registered the lowest level of
disagreement, 71.1%. Again, their response was consistent
with that on other security-related questions.

Responses to this statement seem to be a function of two
principal factors. First, a decline in living standards
and guality of 1life for many white South africans; and
secondly, a belief that the state has the capacity to
deal with any conceivable threat emanating from inside or
outside the ccuntry. Racial prejudice may also play some
role, especlally since white South Africans widely hold
the view that Blacks are either *inferior™ or
'incompetent® when it comes to matters military.
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ON INTERDEPENDENCE AND CONFLICT - OPINICONS ON REGIONAL,
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUERS -

'Ivan remains Terrible' and cannot be trusted

In response to the statemsnt: 'The Sowviet Union is
abandoning its active involvement in southern Africa’
{hot asksed in 1984 or 1982), the ovarall level of
agreement declined since 1988.

The wvarious subgroups registered the following level of
'‘definite’ agreement:

(%) Agresment

19390 1988 386

Sex :+ Male 6.7 10.3 4.8
Female 1.7 10.3 .3

Lanquage : afr 4,1 10,7 2.2
Eng 4.1 9.7 4.3

Housshold Income: A 5.3 8.1 4.6
B 5.7 10.6 5.6

C }o.a 12.0 8.8

o} 3 8.6& 9.9

Age : 16-24 3.0 8.5 7.3
: 25-34 4.6 9.6 6.0

35-49 2.3 8.0 5.6

S0+ 6.3 13.9 8.7

In terms of geographic spread the level of “definite®
agreement shifted somewhat, as evidenced in the following
table:

(%) pefinite agrgement

Province: Cape Tvl QFS Natal
1950 4.5 3.0 8.3 5.7
1988 15.8 7.4 11.5 9.5
1986 7.1 8.4 6.4 2.1

The Soviet Union is the one question that registered an
invariably low level of agreement, irrespective of
language, class, province or aga. This unique status
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reflects a combination of saveral factors. Among these
are: '

(a) A legacy of a long and intensive propaganda campaign
by the state, directed at the Soviet Union and its
Yimperial allies', notably Cuba.

(b) The legacy of South aAfrica’s own military involvement
in aAngola and MNamibkbia, and the ongoing conflict in the
farmer country.

(c) The fact that white South aAfricans are blissfully
ignorant about the Soviet Union and the *new thinking' in
its foreign relations.

{d) white opinions to this question, on suspects, are
essentially 'manufactured’ by state controlled media.

These responses  are® all- the more startling, when one
considers that the Soviet Union actively centributed
towards achieving peace 1in southern Africa. Perestroika
and ‘its implications for Soviet foreign policy, one
suspects, 1Is poorly understood by a great many white
South Africans. The legacy of 'Total onslaught® lingers
on, with the Soviet Unicn almost demonised

bon't feed the hand that bites

The statement: ’Scuth Africa should not export food to
black states which support or harbour
terrorists/guerillas® has appeared in all the surveys.

The tollowing table lists agreement with the statement.

(%) Adreement

Sex :Male 66.8 59.6 63.8 66.5
:Female 75.4 72.7 76.1 70.3
Languaae tAfr 75.9 70.2 73.2 71.5
tEng 64.3 6l.6 65.4 64.2
age :16-24 81.9 65.8 67.2 £5.5
125~34  69.2 63.8 74.4 73.2
155-49  70.2 71.7 68,3 69.3
: 50+ &7.1 65.1 6€9.8 66.6
Househeld_ Income:A 64 .3 8.7 64,6 63.2
B 72.2 62.1 &67.3% 65.4
c }76.2 73.3 74.3 71.5
:D Y 60.2 7.0 72.4
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The level of agreement, expressad in terms of
geographic spread was consistent with that in earlier
aurveys. .

(%) Aagresment

geoggéghic soread 1920 1288 198¢& 1984
- Cape ' ' 68.7  66.2 8.5  63.4
Transvaal i 73.4 68.5 72.5 &7.5
Q.F.s. B80.2 59.7 Fo.2 71.0
Natal 61.7 63.2 62.0 60.5

Responses to this statement are consistent with those on
regional security issues analysed previously. These
responses confirm relatively high levels of white anxiety
when it comes to regional relations and have to be seen
in the context of recent policies on the reggion - notably
that of destabilisation and "Total Onslaught®. Moreover,
one suspacts that South Africa’s hegemonic dominance of
the region also plays some role in the shaping of white
opinjons on regional questions.
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SOUTH AFRICA AND THE INTERNATIONAL COHMUNITY -~ SOME
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES

Maggie ~ still rules the waves

In the 1986 survey, respondents were asked to indicate
agreenment or disagresment with the statement that a
nuinber of foreign leaders ‘are  favourably disposed
tawards Sauth africa‘. We rapeated this statement in this
survey. In order aof Tfavour, based on the percentage
agreament with the statement, the seven leaders ware
rated as follows:

Leader, 19%C 1988 1986
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher B88.0 92.3 86.3
President George Bush*1 72.9 78.7 86.3
. Chancellor Helmut Kohl 58.8 58.0 ---*
President Francois Mitterand © 26,0 19.3 7.7
President Kenneth Kaunda 18.4 7.0 13.2
President Gorbachev 12.5 =~-=*=
[
Prime Minister Bob Hawke 7.8 6.2 6.8
*x1 Ronald Reagan in 1988 and 1986

==-=* Not included.

Mrs. Thatcher obviously $till occupies the top slot in
the popularity ratings, although she has lost some
ground., In the case of President 8ush, overall ratings
have remained relatively stable, with a 5.8% drop.
Existing US sanctions against South Africa, probably
accounts for a further decline in his ratings. Chancallor
Kohl's consistent opposition to sanctions accounts for
his stable rating.

consistent wWith earlier findings, President Mitterand’s
rating has gone up by a further 6.7%. President Kaunda's
rating has shown the biggest increase (11.4%) of all
seven leaders. While still low, this must be ascribed to
recent cohtact between him and State President de Klerk,
as well as his known mediatary stance in the conflicts of
the region. Mr. Hawke’s low rating is a result of the
perceived animosity of the Australian government’s
opposition to apartheid. It is too early to generalize on
the basis of the rating given to President Gorbachev of
the Soviet Unien in this survey.
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English~ and Afrikaans- spaakers rated the leaders as
follows:

8Bush Hawke FThatcher Mitterand Kaunda Kohl Gorbachevy

Afr é8.6 9.2 85.4 26.2 13.9 56.3 2.1
Eng 79.3 5.8 92.0 25.8 25.3 62.7 17.6

Rasponses racarded for the subgroups aof age, income and
province show a similar pattern. Consequently, thess are
not shown in the form of 3 table, Responses from thase
subgroups were not statistically significant enough to
influence the overall pattern of response to the
statement.

Although, it is interesting to note, that Mrs. Margaret
Thatchar is very popular with the 146-24 vyear o0lds
(90.7%), - President Goarbachev of the Soviet Union, on the
othar hand, only scored 42.2% with the same age group. In
his ~ particular case, the 16-24 category scored him the
lowast. aAnti-communism, 1like political beliefs, seems to
start young.... Hardly surprising whan one considers the
centrality of anti-communism as a political mobiliser in
white South African politics.

On sanctions, retaliation and reform

The 1issue of international sanctions against South Africa
is still part of the debate on the country’s future,
theraefore we again included statements on this topic,
Respondents wera reminded that ’an increasing number of
states are busy introducing some form of economic
sanctions against South Africa', and were asked to
respond to the statsment: *The South African economy is
strong s2snough to prevent economic sanctions hurting our
country”®. Perhaps surprisingly, no less than 68.8%
disagreed (51.6% in 1988; 71.0% in 1986), thus by
implication believing that sanctions could indeed have
damaging effects.

The various subgroups agreed as follows with the
statement.

The table is on the following page.
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(%) Agreement

1220 1388 1986

age 116-24 6.8 ~50.2 21.2
125-34 25.1 39.6 23.0

135~49 25.8 44 .3 28.4

150+ 32.0 50.5 34.3

Hausehaold Income:A 21.2 39.¢ 20.5
: B 29.3 : 38.9 22.90

:C 136.9 55.0 33.3

H+ 3 48.7 36.1

Language IAfr 33.7 52.3 31.6
tEng 23.1 IB.4 21.8

Afrikaans-speakers, 16-24 year olds and respondents in
the lower income bracket (C & D) have the greatest faith
in the economy’s ability to withstand the harmful effects
of sanctions. In genaeral, the data suggests a growing
balief among white South Africans that sanctions do in
fact bhurt the economy. The overall level of agreement has
indead declined significantly from that registered in the
1988 survay. This response also reflects tougher
socio~economic conditions inside the country.

In a subsequaent statement, it was suggested that ’South
Africa should refuse to sell its minerals to states that
apply economic sangtions against it'. Of the 1602
respondents, 57.5% supported the idea (57.1% in 1988;
56.8% in 1986), while 41.7% opposed it (40.8% in 1988;
49.4% in 1986). Respondents who endorsed the statement
were fairly evenly divided between those who “definitely’
agreed and those who were ’inglined® to agree.

A breakdaown by subgroups reveals interesting differences
of opinion. Variations 1in the percentage agreement with
the statement on mineral exports were - as was the case
in the 1988 and 1988 surveys -~ most pronounced betwean
Afrikaans- and English-speakers (&1, 4% and 51.6%
respectively); the A and C & D income groups (45.8% and
£6.6%): and between 16-24 vyear 0lds and those over 50+
(51.8% and 39% respectively).

Provingial breakdown made little difference.

See table on following page.
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Province: Cape Transvaal 0.F.5 Natal

60,2 56.2 51.3 &60.6

Responses to ths statement havea remained remarkably
staple since it was first included in 1986, suggesting
that white South Africans maintain a somewhal defiant
mood against outside intervention and 'meddling'; and a
basic (but declining) confidence in the ability of the
state to maintain control in the face of domestic and
outside opposition.

The final statement on the sanctions issuse read: "The
only way in which South Africa can in the long run avoid
tougher economic sanctions is by granting equal political
rights to Blacks®. Im the 1986 survey, a majority of
54.3% supported this view. The level of support dropped
to 41.5% in 1988. in this survey, 55% supported this
view, while 43.7% disagreed. The level of support,
therefore, returned to much the same as that in the 1986
survey.

variation in white opinion on this issue is the result of
many factors, such as the growth ip political support of
right~wing parties; marked socio-~political polarisation
within the country, accompanied by a defiant mood against
outside intervention and *meddling®.

(%) agreement

12990 1288

Sex : Male 55.6 43 .6
: Female 54.6 39.5

Age 1 16-24 48.8 26.1
; 25~34 4.8 42.0

- 35-49 54.7 44.1

50+ 51.2 42.8

Language : Afr 40.8 27.8
' : Eng 76.6 61.2
Hougsghold Income A 62.7 46.4
: B 54.1 45,9

- C 149.4 5.5

a2 } 41.3
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Provincial breakdowns confirmed a similar trend. Clearly,
the opinions of white South Africans have been influenced
by the impact of sanctions on the domestic economy.
Significantly, all the subgroups registered a higher
level of agreement with. the statement than before.
Rasponses to this statement confirm the close
relationship between domestic and foreign policy - a
cdistinction that 1is not always all that meaningful
anymore. The important question is whether these opinions
arg also present on domestic socio-politico reform. It is
to this section that we turn next.
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PERCEPTIONS OF DOMESTIC CONFLICT

‘We have the happiest Africans in the world...but we
cannot trust them'

The five surveys all included this assertion: "South
Africa’s 8lacks have good reason to take up arms against
the govermment'. ('Blacks' in this context refers to
black Africans only). The degree of agreement never
oxceeged 30%; im fact, the level of agreement has been
remarkably stable since 1982 {1982: 26.9%; 1984: 21.3%;
1986: 28.5%: 1988: 26.5%; 1990: 2B.9%). '

Significant differences of opinion showed in the
language groups.

(%) pgareement

Language 1990 1988 1986 1984 1982
Afrikaans 20.0 17.6 20.0 11.3 13.9
English 42.3 39.1 39.4  34.8 44.9

In this survey the different age, incoms and geographic
subgroups also registered a low lavel of agreemsnt with
the statement.

1990 1988

Age, 1 16-24 39.8 35.5
: 25-34 31.4 30.5

1 35-49 20.9 23.7

1 50+ 17.7 19.5

ioysehold Incomg : A 32.2 24.2
8 30.9 32.3

c 122.9 23.0

D 3 26.1

Gepgraphic Spread: Cape 31.4 27.9
: Transvaal 28.9 25.9

: B.F.5. 32.2 18.5

: Natal 20.2 29.9

Interestingly enough, respondents in the Orange Free
Brate shifted their opinions on this guestion from 18.5%
{1988) to 32.2% (1990) - a shift of some 13.7%. The
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lowast response came from Natal = down by some 9.7%
compared to 1988 - one suspects that the ongoing
internecing violence in Natal resulted in a hardening of
white opinions. Conflict has a tendency to harden and
pplarise opinions,

This 1leads us to the next issus: how Whites thought
Blacks would behave in the event of war. The statement
read: “White South africans cannot depend on the lovyalty
of Black South Aafricans in the case of war against South
africa® (again the reference is to black Africans). The
overall tresponse in the five surveys is as follows:

1990 1988 1986 1984 1982
Agree 64.4 56.0 56.2 59.2 61.6
Disagree 34.3 41.7 42.0 39.1 I6.8

This survey registersad the highest level of agreement
ever wWith the statement - it even surpassed that of 1982
(&61.5%). This response reflects pervasive distrust
between ‘white® and ’'black’ South Africans, and does not
augear well for negotiations.

The different subgroups responded as Tollows to the
statement:

(%) Agreement

1330 1988

Languags : Afr 67.5 65.0
: Eng 59.8 54.5

Geographic Spread : Cape 4.8 0.0
: Transvaal 64,5 54,2

: 0.F.5. 71.1 55.2

: Natal 57.0 S54.7

Heusghold Incoms : A 64.8 54,9
N : B 65.5 : 59.0

: C 164.0 56.3

: D 3 52.5

Age  le-24 &0.2 47.8
: 25-34 63.2 53.1

35-49 &7.0 60.1

50+ 5.2 &0, 3
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Clearly, the level of distrust of black motives is Eigh.
and has risen from that recorded in the 1988 survey.
Again, one fears a reflestion of the degree of social
polarisation and alienation in the country. Responses to
this statement are in 1line with those on the previous
statement on black South aAfricans having good reason to
rise against the govermment.

Blacks in Parliament? Yes, but it depends on how....

An issue of major political dimport concerns the
parliamentary representation of Blacks, In the 1982
survey the statement read: ’The time has arrived for
Coloureds and 1Indians to sit with Whites in the same
Parliament'. Becausea Coloureds and Indiams were then
about to enter Parliamsnt, the statement was rephrased in
the 1984 survey: "It is to be wslcomed that Coloureds and
Indians  will serve with Whites in the same Parliament®.
For the 1986, 1988 and 1990 surveys, the statement was
again amended to reflect current political debate:
'Blacks should serva with Whites, Caloureds and Indians
in the same Parliament’'. While due allowance should be
mada for the different albeit related statements used, it
is nonetheless instructive to compare the percentage
agreemant.

(%) Agreement

1990 1988 1986 1984 1982
63.2 60.8 &7.7 74.9 61.0

Language: Afr 48.7 d44.2 S53.3 63.6 41.4
: Eng 85.1 B84.5 B86.4 %0.1 87,8

In the caszse of the different subgroups a level of
agraement of over 50% was reached. This is shown in the
following table:

1330 1988

Age. ’ : 16-24 62.2 &0.5
: 25-34 6d .9 64.0

: 35-49 &65.3 61.5

. 50+ &60.3 C87.&

Table continued on next page.



Table continued:

(%) Agreement

1230
Geggraphlc Spread : Cape 69.1 éd .8
: Transvaal 53.1L 5%.7
: D.F.S. 52.0 43 .1
: Natal 74.1 65,7
DA 71.5 71.2
: B £2.6 59.0
: C & D 56.6 60,05
Responses from the 0.F.8. ahd the Transvaal are

interesting. In the case of the former, the 0.F.5., it is
only fractionally more conservative on this issue than
the Transvaal. The inroads that white right-wing parties
have made 1in the Transvaal are, one suspects, chiefly
responsible for a lower level of agreement in that
province than was the case in 1988.

The overall trend, however, is in the direction of a more
accommodative attitude when it comes to the parliamentary
representation af kblack Saouth Africans. 0On a wmorae
abstract level, government reform has presumably played
some part in shaping white opinions on this question.

Negaotiations with +the ANC: more likely than before, but
not universally liked ’

In view of exploratory talks between the ruling National
Party and the ANC, the following statemant was again
included: 'The gdovernment should negotiate directly with
the African MHNational Congress (ANC) to try to find a
solution to South Africa’s racial problems'. The
different subgroups responded as follows:

12329 1986
Agree DRisagree aAaree Risaaree
Total 52.3 46.8 40.1 58.0
Languagg
Atr 28.0 &1.5 19.0 78.5 25.4 71.7
Eng 73.9 - 24.5 0.7 38.2 51.2 40.5

Table continued on next page.
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Table continued:

1920 1988 1986
Adree Disagree Agree Disagre® Aaree Disaaree
hge
16-24 45,1 55,1 36.3 63.7 47.8 52.2
25-34 52.4 46.0 6.8 63.2 41.9 58.1
35-49 5¢.8 42.4 34,5 65.6 37.6 - 62.4
50+ 52.1 46.7 37.0 63.0 35.1 4.9

A similar trend also applisd in the case of income and
geographic subgroups. The following table lists these:

1220 1288 1286

Housghold Incoms : A 6l.4 39.9 58.3
: B 48.6 3é.4 37.3

: C }48.8 30.9 I5.0

: D } 41.2 32.5

Geographic Spread: Caps 55.9 42.1 42.1
: Transvaal 50.9 33.9 36.9

: D.F.S. 35.6 18.3 20.9

: Natal 59.1 42.8 52.7

Responses to this statement are especially interesting
and significant, in view of political developments in the
country, with the ruling NP engaging in exploratory
negotiations with the ANC. These responses confirm a
softening on the part of whites to engage in talks with
the ANC, howewver, Afrikaans-speakers are far less
inclined to do S0 than their English-speaking
counterparts (a mere 38.0% as opposed to 73.9%). Also,
1l6~24 vyear olds are 1less inclined to enter into talks
with the ANC, 50 too are middle income groups and
respondents from the Orange Free State. While the overall
trend is in the direction of negotiations, this
perception is not wuniversally strongly shared by the
different subgroups 1n our survey.

The low level of agreement amongst Aafrikaans-speakers, is
especially significant and reflect the deep divisions in
this language group on the issue of negotiations with the
ANC. Their opposition to talks with the ANC constitutes a
real constraint for the ruling HNational Party, and
acgounts largely for the latter’s caution in this regard.
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Let’s all play +together: thumbs up for mixed sport at
school level

The statement: "Whi te school children should not
participate in sports meetings with children of other
population groups” was repeated. The percentage

disagreement with the contention implies support for
racially mixed sport at school level.

(%) Risagreemant
1990 1988 1986 1984 1982

Total 77.7 79.5 8l.4 76.9 75.1

Language Group afr 66.8 6%9.1 71.7 66.4 61.8
Eng 94.3 94.6 94.3 ©1.3 93.2

Age t16-24 70.6 B2.0 --== === --=-
125-34 77.3 84.9 --—= —--—  -=e-
:35-49 76.6 36.4 --~=  —-me o-a-
150+ 78.4 76.7 =—-mm mess =ae=
Household Income:A B82.5 B8&.6
18 7.3 78.3
H }74.2 75.4
D 3 82.4

Responses from the four provinces were almost identical
to the above. It seems that whites register less concern
over minor social issuyes such as mixed sport than over
political and security issues. Opinions relating to the
maintenance/abolition of the droup Areas Act {(own
residential areas) reflect different concerns,
nonetheless.

Own residential arsas: language and class matter most

We decided to include the following statement for the
first time in 1988, and repeated it here: °"The Group
Areas Act should be abolished'. In view of the political
sensitivity of this issue, the responses make interesting
reading:

Table follows on next page.
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1999 1288

Sax : Mals 54.0 39.1
: Female 49.0 3.2

Aae D 16-24 53.9 37.7
: 25-34 53.5 39.3

1 I5-49 52.1 41.4

: 50+ 47.3 3.3

Geographic Spread : Capa 61.8 46.1
: Transvaal 47.7 34.9

: O.F.S. z8.0 25.7

: Natal 7 - 51.2 45.8

Languags : Afrikaans 34.9 21.7
: English 76.4 62.6

Household Income : A 66.5 53.0
: B 47.6 33.2

: C Y43.4 33.2

: D 3 31.7

Opinions among the wvarious subgroups clearly underline
the symbolic importance of this issue to many whites. In
line with earlier findings, languagse and socio-economic
status are the most important wvariables influencing
opinions on this issus. For the first time, howsver,
51.4% of all raspondents agreed that the Group Areas
Act should be abolishsd. This is a significant finding,
although afrikaang-speakers and those in the lowest
income groups (C & D) are far less enthusiastic in their
level of agreement. ) .

ANC: hardly a military threat

The aspect of ’armed struggle® conducted by the ANC has
emerged as a divise factor in South African politics. In
this survey, we included  the statement: 'SA cannot win
the military strugpele against the ANC in the long run®.

Opinions on this statement registered a laow lsvel of
agreament by all the subgroups. Language and age proved
to be important variables.

Table on following page.
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Language i Afrikaans 16.7
: English 42.1

Sex : Male 29.3
Female 24.4

fge t 16-24 20.5
: 25-34 30.8

: 35-49 30.9

: 50+ 23.5

Housshold Ingcome : A 35.6
HI - 21.8

: C&D ' 25.6

Province : Cape 28.5
: Transvaal 27.4

: D.F.8, 27.2

: Natal 20.2

While this is a new statement, not previously included,
it is interesting to note - that a mere 19.7% of
respondents agreed with the 1988 statement to the effect
that ‘'South Africa cannot win the war against SWAPD in
SWAa/Namibia®. It seems as if white South Africans do not

take an ANC military threat too seriocusly.

SABC TV rules OK?

The final statement under this rubric, read: ’SABC TV
adequately informs the public on domestic and
international political developments®. This statement -
included +tor the first time - was intended to function as
a control for one of the hypotheses that informed the
analysis of this survey, namely: That the kind of
information to which white South Africans have accgess,
plays an important role in shaping their understanding of
domestic as well as of international developments.

(%) pgresement

Lgﬁggggg : Afrikaans 55.4
: English 28.8

Table continued cn naxt page.
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Table continued:

(%) Agresment

Sex : Male 8.8
: Female 50.7

age : 16-24 55.2
: 25-34 41.9

1 35-49 35.9

¢ 50+ 49.3

Household Income A 37.0
: B 45.)

C&D 51.7

Province : Cape 45.7
: Transvaal 43.3

: O.F.S. 50.5%

: Natal . 46.7

Responses to this statement are interesting, fTor they
suggest that language, socio-sconomic factors as well as
age play somg role in determining opinions towards SABC
TV. The higher income groups (A & B) in all probability
have access to alternative electronic as well as written
media. English-speakers and the 35-49 age group
registered the lowest 1level of agreement with the
statement.
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7. SOME CORRELATIONS OF OPINIONS ON DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
ISSUES

The purpose of this section is te examine the extent to which
opinions on domestic issues correlate with opinions on regional
and Tforeign issues. This is especially necessary in the case of
South Africa, where domestic and foraign policy are so
intricately interlinked. The table shows the extent of
correlation on some important domestic and foreign issues.

fores Disagree
SAP & SADF strong enough to control
unrest 76.7 23.4
Blacks have reason to take up aras Zi.15 &2.85
Blacks cannot be trusted &64.4 34.3
Blacks in Parliament 63.2 36.8
Talk to the ANC 52.3 46.8
Mo mixed school sport 14.5 80.55
Group Areas Act 51.5 48.5
forgign Issues
Communist threat esxaggerated 25.85 74.15
Zimbabwe threat 57.3 42.7
Attack terror bases 58.7 41.3
Ban food exports 71.1 2B.9
Nkomasti Accord 32.8 67.2
Soviet involvement in the region 4.2 95.8
Sanctions do not hurt the economy ZL.2 &8.8
These figures indicate, for example, that:
- A softening of oplnion concerning talks with the AMC and

Biacks in Parliament is also reflected in opinions on the
repeal of the Group Areas Act as well as on the issue
of mixed sport at school level.

- on ths whole opinions have softensd somewhat on
socio-economic issues as well as on reform.

- High levels of threat perception persist, both in
relation to the region as well as a potential ’communist
threat” against South Africa. The legacies of the

doctrine of ’Total Onslaught® seem te live on in the
minds of many white South Africans.

- A high level of distrust is prevalent when it comes to
the loyalty of fellow black Scuth africans.
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Compared to our previous surveys, there has bsen some
softening of opinion on both Tforeign/regional and
domastic policy issues. High levels of anxiety, however,
are present when it comes to domestit¢ as well as regional

security related issues.
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8. , CONCLUSION

This survey once again confirmed the extent to which anxisesty and
threat - 1like evil - can be manufactured and manipulated to
sarve particular interests. This tendency was especially evident
in relation to domestic as well as regional security issuss.
There seems to be & tendency, not confined to South African
whites, to project domestic anxiety on to the regicn. Ignorance
of socio-political lifes in the region - largely a conseguence of
apartheid politics in this country - also plays a part in the
continuation of serious misperceptions. Sadly, the misguided and
dangerous legacies of the doctrine of 'Total Onslaught® seem to
live on in the minds of many white South africans. This is
espacially sad in view of the fact that a changing and changed
South aAfrica will bhave to redefine its relations with the
ragion.

The 1990 survey confirmed a previous trend: white South Africans

are becomning less anxious about domestic social change. If

anything, this trend was more pronounced than before. It seems

to indicate more of a willingnass to come to terms with the

inevitable. Language and socio-economic wvariables, howsver,

remain significant in understanding strongly divergent opinions
on issves such as Group Areas and negotiations with the

african National Congress (ANC).
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ENDNOTES

The search for status and security also runs like a
golden thread through South Africa’s fareign relations.
See for example, the recent work by James Barber & John
Barratt South Africa’s Foreign Policy ~ the search for
status and securjity 1945-1988, Cambridge, University
press, 1990 (also published by Southern)

various studies and opinion surveys have confirmed the
extent of public support enjoyed by the African National
Congress (ANC), amang these: Theo Hanf, Gerda Vierdag &
Heribert Weiland, stid-Afrika: Friedlicher Wandel?,
Munich: Kaiser Grinewald, 1978; and Report of the Ciskei
Commission - The Quail Report: Conference associats,
1980

Unlike most parts in the rest of the country, the
violence in Natal has been ongoing since 1985. Recently,
events there took a turn for the worse, with increased
fatalities and population displacement.

"WHAM® 1is an acronym for 'Winning Hearts and Minds®.

Sze, Vale, Pater: ’'Regional Policy: The Compulsion to
Incorporate®, in B8lumenfeld, J (ed), South Africa in
Criais, London: Croom Helm, 1987, pp.176-194

See, Vale, Peter: ‘'Pretoria and southern Africa: A
Fathological Report®, International Affairs Bulletin,
vVol.13, No.3, 1989, pp.96~105.
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APPENDIX

SECTION A

{. PLEASE (HDECATE TEE DESREE 10 WRLCH Y0U DIFFER OR AGREE WITH EACH OF THE FOLLONING STATEHENTS (NUNBERED (a) T
{n)) BY CIRCLING THE APPROPRIAIE CODE NUMBER OM THE SCALE E.G. 2.

nitely to to
agree agree disagree  disagree
{a} The Sooth Mfrican Palice and Defence Force are strong enough
. to control Internal nnrest indefimdtely ...ooooiiiiiiiiinins | [}
(&} The comsupist threat against South Africe is exaggerated hy
the ZOVETIEANt Lo .iiieiriiriiii i ea e i aay e i b 4
(¢) Mozamhigee cae be trosted to carry ot the terss of the -
Weaaatd Koo-Aggression Treaby with Sooth Afriea ............. 1 1 3 i
(d) The state of emergency regnlstions ¥iil stop the gpread of )
MHC infloeace among Black Sonth Africans ...........ccceninee 1 2 3 4
{#} The goversment of a5, Robert Nogabe in Zimbabwe constitutes - :
@ threat to Sonth Africas” Safeby ....ivevivvieveieeeninniess 1 2 | i {1=15)
(£) The Soeiet Union is ahandoning its active inveivemest in N
Sonthern MTica ...iviiiiiiiiiiiiniii s o1 2 3 i
{g) The following foreign leaders ere favourahly disposed towards S :
- President Bush of America ............ feereraneeeas verese 1 2 3 4
« Prime Minlster Hawke of Australia .......oeivviicieinnncnss 1 2 3 ¢
- Prime Ninister Thatcher of Britian ...... retreanererrsranse 1 2 3 4
- Yresident Witterand of framee ..., evrreeeeareen eears i bl 3 4
- President Kawnda of Zashia ........... reerenienarreieaeaan 1 2 3 4
- fhancellor Kahl of West GeFBaRy .....ovevvervevervrnerunnes 1 2 3 i
- President Gorbachov of the Soviet TRiom .eoovvvieiien.... . 1 1 3 LR ]
(%) A Increasing nuaber of states have introduced soae form of
ecovote sanctions against SA. How do you respond Lo the
folloving statement : The 3A economy ls strong enough to
prevent economic sanctions harting oar camntry . 1 2 3 4
i) South Africa’s Blacks have gaod reason to take np am agaiast-
108 BOVETRREAL «.uvveecarinnriemsvesererentronrrarverrnnrens | 2 3 i
(]) SA ahonld refuse to seil its sinerais to states that appiy .
ecoronle saoctions 2gainst {b vvvinivvenirveeeiinrennnnienns i 7 5 ¢
{k) White Soath Africass cannot depeud on the 1oyalty of Black' :
Sosth Africazs in the case of war against South Africa ...... 1 'y 3 ¢
(1) 3A should aot expurt food to Black states that suppott or ’ .
harhour Lerrorists/guarilias ..ooeuioriiiirineniliannannaas 1 2 34 um)
(a) The only vay in shich SA can in the long ron avoid tongher = -
" ecotomic sanctlons is hy grauting equal political rights - L w7 : .
£0 BIACkS it e ares 1 1 3 ¢
{n) SA shonld ailitarily atteck terrorist/guerilla bases in its. . ’
peighhoaring states ....c..ccovviiveeiin ciineniiiieranas 1 2. 3 ¢
{o) Blacks shoald serve vith Mites, Colooreds and [adians tn ; )
the Same parilamedl .viiiiiiiin i i e as T -2 3 |
{p) White school children shoald ot participate in sports :
xeetfogs with children of ather popatatian grongs ...... R T B ¢
(q) S cannot wia the silitary steaggle agaisst the African } .
¥atlooa] Congress {ANC) in the [ORG [0 uvvvvirevrernrennnes 1 2 3 L
(r) Tha governsenl does nat yet spend enotgh on defesce ......... 1 2 3 4
{s) The governaent should pegotiate directly with the african Natfonai
Congress ta try to find a solutios to SA’s raeial ;smhlels 1 2 3 i
(t) The Growp Areas Act should be abollshed .......e.veeeerninnne Co1 2. 3 ‘

{a) SABC TV adeguately inforas the pablic on domestic and
interational political develugments .............. RPN 1 2 3 4]
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is the fifth in a series of biennial surveys of white South
Africans opinion on foreign and some domestic issues. This survey
was conducted 1in January 1990 in the context of a national state
of Emergency, ongeing internecing violence (especially in natal)
as well as the normalization of political life by the ruling
National Party. The survey was undertaken before the important 2
February 1990 Opening of Parlisment speech by Prasident F.W. de
Klerk, and also preceded the unbanning of the African National
Congress {(ANC) and the Pan africanist Congress {PAC) as well as
the release of Mr. Nelson Mandela.

AS in our previous surveys, this one used self-completion
guestionnaires sent to members of a nationally representative
white consumar panel of 2000 houssholds. at the time of
computarization of the survey data Jjust over B80% of the
guestionnaires were completed and returned. In tabulating the
results, the sample was weighted to adjust for small imbalances
in its composition according to certain key variables such as
homg language, sex, age and regicn. The total size of the
weighted sample was 1602.

To enable a more systematic analysis of the data, the various
quastions/statements were grouped under four headings:

a) domestic and regional security issues

L) regional political and economic issuves

¢c) international political and =zconomic issues
) domestic socio-political issues.

Responses to the first cluster of guestionz/statements, namsly
domestic and regional security, showed a high level of anxiety,
especlally among Afrikaans-speaking respondents. For example,
there wWas marked decline 1in the respondents’ belief in the
capacity of the South African Police (8AP) to control internal
unrest ’indefinitely®, compared to the 1986 and 1988 surveys. In
the 1986 survey, 67.8% of the respondents “definitely agreed®
with the statement. The level of ’definite agreement’ increased
to 73.4% in thea 1988 survey. In thlis survey, however, only 40.1%
of respondents registered "definite agreemnant with the
statemaent. ATrikaans-speakers, however, registered 52.3%
"definite agreement’, as opposed to 21.5% of EFnglish-speakers.

Language stratification Tfunctioned as one of the most pervasive
variables, especially when it came to domestic as well as
regional security issuves. Aafrikaans-speakers consistently
registered higher lesvels of anxiety than their English-speaking
counterparts. On the whole, women also showed a higher level of
anxiety than men.

In relation to regional security issues, the icons of the Cold
War and of the Total Onslaught, seem to lingsr on in thes minds of
many white Scuth Africans. For example, only 25.85% of all
respondants believed that the Government was exaggerating the
communist threat against the country. The world across the
Limpopo Was viswed with considerable {albeit declining)
apprehension. Mozambidgue was widely seen not to carry out the
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terms of the 1984 Nkomati agresment - despite evidence to the
contrary. The implications of Glasnost and of Perestroika for
Soviet foreign policy were seemingly lost on the vast majority of
white respondents. Trust was still missing ingredient when it
came to both domestic and regional security issugs. There was a
tendency to project domestic fear and anxiety on to the region,
and this effectively meant that regional relations were
pathologically perceived.

Regional political and gconomic issues showed remarkable
consistency with earlier surveys., The hawks still fiy - but not
quite as high. South Africa retained the right to imposs
sanctions against its neighbours that harbour
terrorist/guerillas’. The Soviet Union was unlikely to abandon
its active involvement in the region.

as Tar as South Africa and the international community wWas
concerned, British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, headed the
popularity rations. She was followed by President George Bush of
the United States; Chancellor Helmut Kohl of the Federal Republic
of Germany, wWith Prime Minister Bob Hawke of Australia the least
favoured.

Parceptions of domsstic conflict, showed a marked shift from
those of previous surveys. Economic factors as well as internal
conflict, sanctions and tha reform programme of the ruling
National Party, all plaved their part. This survey, for example,
ragistered a higher level of agreement compared to previous ones,
an issues such as Blacks 1in Parliament; mixed sport at school
level; the repeal of the Group Areas Act, as well as negotiations
with the african National Congress (ANC).

Language, age, income, as well as provincial breakdown, seemed to
be the key factors when it came to domestic politic-economic
reform. Again, Aafrikaans-speaksrs wWatre more cautious than thelr
English-speaking counterparts. 0On the issue of own residential
areas, language and class mattered most.

This survey once again confirmed the extent to which anxiety and
threat - like evil - can be manufactured and manipulated to serve
particular (and often sectional) interests. This tendency wWas
aspecially evident in relation to domestic as well as regional
sacurity issues.

The 1990 survey also confirmed an sarliesr trend: white South
Africans are becoming less anxious about domestic social change.
I anything, this trend was more proncunced than before. language -
and socico-economic variables, however, remain significant in
understanding strongly divergent opinions on issues such as the
Group Areas Act and negotiations with the Aafrican National
Congress (ANC). '

Intriguing paradoxes continue o haunt ths psyche of white South
Africans: it will take some time for the less savoury legacies of
apartheid such as fear of one’s fellow man and for the world to
depart.



