
SCORECARD 2019

A tool for women on women’s land rights advocacy in Africa



 

How to use this scorecard

IN THE SCORECARD, WE ASK THESE 5 QUESTIONS

AND WE ANSWER EACH QUESTION LIKE THIS

HOW THE SCORES HAPPEN

Is provision made 
in the law to 

guarantee equal 
land rights for 

women?

THEME 1 THEME 2 THEME 3 THEME 4 THEME 5

Are women’s 
legislated land 

rights protected 
and enforced?

Are women’s land 
rights protected 

against large-
scale, land-based 

investments? 

Are women 
making decisions 

about land 
governance?

Are women able 
to assert control 

over the land 
they use?

Each country is scored according to five themes. Each theme has a number of sub-themes (a different 
number of sub-themes per theme). Each sub-theme is given a score. The sub-theme scores are added 

together to get a theme score. The five theme scores are added together to get a country score.

WE LOOK AT 7 AFRICAN COUNTRIES
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YES

PARTLY

NO
* Smaller, simplified faces and 
colours (green, yellow and red) are 
used to answer questions in the 
same way.

YES PARTLY NO

The same graphics have been used to indicate the overall situation on women’s 
land rights in each country.

Best performanceWorst performance
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Women’s Land Rights by country
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Women’s Land Rights by country

4

It 
appears that 

most countries 
have made progress 

in developing laws that 
support women’s land 

rights. But much work is 
needed to implement 

these laws so that 
women can benefit 

from them.



Find your country and note 
how it scores. 

What is your country’s 
score compared with that 
of other countries? 

Decide what action is 
needed to improve the 
situation in your country.

ETHiopia

KENYA

SOUTH AFRICA

overview of  
WomEn’s Land rights in Africa

MOZAMBIQUECAMEROON

MALAWI

TOGO

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: 

Look at the 
map of Africa 
and note the 

countries 
involved.

 Can you see 
how much red 
is on the map? 
There is a lot 
of work to be 

done!

Let us see how 
we can change 
women’s land 

rights in Africa!
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MEASURING how committed governments are 
to women’s land rights in each country.

COMPARING how women are confronting their 
governments about land rights.

LEARNING how women are tackling their land 
rights issues.

 SHARING lessons emerging from efforts by 
women to tackle their land rights issues. 

This scorecard is for

PROPAC
C E E A C - C E M A C
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The Women’s Land Rights Project in Africa is implemented by Oxfam, PROPAC and PLAAS

This scorecard was written by Sue Mbaya. The author would like to thank Emmanuel Sulle, Joan Marende,  
Ruth Hall, Joséphine Atangana and Barbara Codispoti for their comments on the earlier drafts of the scorecard, country-

level researchers and contact persons for their research support, and participants in the inception and validation 
workshops. The scorecard was edited by Marlene Rose and designed by Design for development www.d4d.co.za  

 
More information on this scorecard is available at: www.plaas.org.za 

Funded by the European Union and the International Land Coalition


